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Be Still 


By Dorotha Strayer 


Psalm 46:10 


E TROUBLED not 
When restless waves of life 
Sweep o’er thy soul; 
Beneath it all 
This calm assurance lies: 
He hath control. 


Be frightened not 

When, from the storm around, 
Strong winds arise; 

His “Peace, be still” 

Can yet command the waves 
And clear the skies. 


Be wearied not 

When heavy is the task, 
And burdens grow; 

Let come what may, 

But, through it all, be still — 
Be still—and know. 


ig 


The Trial of Waiting 


Waiting is a very real part of life. 
It is irksome to human nature. It may 
be caused by laziness or stubbornness 
on the part of some human being: by 
“the rulers of the darkness of this world” 
(as when “the prince of the kingdom 
of Persia withstood” for twenty-one days 
an angel who came to help Daniel— 
Dan. 10:13); but, on the other hand, it 
may be a part of God’s plan. But what- 


ever the cause, it is harmful to us and 
displeasing to God if we fret while we 
wait. We are too often like children, 
and we want what we want when we 
want it. But if things are not going just 
as we would have them, and it is clear 
that we are in a period of waiting, there 
are certain thoughts that will help us 
bear it patiently and cheerfully. God 
has ordained that many natural processes 
should require time. Broken bones will 
not knit overnight: cataracts cannot be 
removed from the eyes until they have 
reached a certain stage: the rest pro- 
duced by eight hours’ sleep cannot be 
gained in three; it is useless to split 
open a chrysalis and expect to find a 
beautifully colored butterfly; bird lovers 
must wait until April and May to see 
the waves of warblers on their way north: 
it takes many months to produce grain 
and flowers, and years for an apple tree 
or a healthy boy. Therefore we need 
not be surprised or anxious if God takes 
time to accomplish His ends in the spir- 
itual realm. To us, delays may look 
like the reverse side of embroidery, 
showing only knots and threads that 
make no sense; but when we look back 
on them from God’s point of view, then 
we can see the pattern. It is helpful, 
too, to remember how short 
are, and that God carried on His work 
before we arrived and will do so after 


our lives 


< 


See page 131 
we are gone. The Scriptures, church 
history, and Christian biography show 


He has done for other saints, and 
will He not do the same for us?. We 
are repeatedly told in the Word to be 
patient and to wait patiently for God. 
Seven times in the Book of James — the 
epistle of action and works — patience 
is brought before us by example or pre- 
cept. He exhorts believers to “let pa- 
tience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting noth- 
ing” (1:4). That is, we ought not to 
force an issue before His plans mature, 
A word spoken too soon can do much 
harm. It is not wise to make impor- 
tant decisions before they must be made, 
for things may new light may 
come up to the true 


what 


change or 
last minute. It is 


net only in the prophetic realm, but in 


others also that “the Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as me men 
count slackne (2 Pet. 3:9 We need 
balance in this as in every other aspect 
of life, that we may not fall into pro- 
crastination, or rush into rash action. 
But God is able to give us wisdom to 
act at the right time, and keep our 
minds in perfect peace, while we wait, 


as they are stayed upon Him. 


Through waves, and clouds, and storms, 


He gently clears thy way: 
Wait thou His time: so shall this night 
Soon end in joyous day 
—Paul Gerhardt, 


% 


Knowing Himn—and What Hinders 


4 HAT I may know him.” What 
strange words for the great 
apostle to write after some 


service for 
Him whom he now longed to “know”! 
(the Greek implies thorough knowl- 
edge.) Paul had only just penned the 
words, “the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus,” for whom he had 
suffered the loss of all things. On the 
road to Damascus Paul had seen Him; 


years of strenuous 


thirty 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“But there the glorious Lord will 
be unto us a place of broad rivers 
and streams” (Isa. 33:2la). 























some ten years later he had been caught 
up into the third Heaven and heard 
things unlawful to utter, and for four- 
teen years had lived on and in the grace: 
sufficient granted; yet, in prison in Rome 
about A.D. 64, he is still yearning to 
“know” his Lord! 

He writes at the end of the chapter 
(Phil. 3) that “our citizenship is in 
heaven,” and, associating himself with 
the Philippian believers, he says, “Who 
shall fashion anew the body of our 
humiliation, that it may be 
to the body of his glory” (v 
So Paul had no doubt as to 
he would be “caught up to 


conformed 
ae 8 Oe 

whether 
meet the 


Lord,” but he did want to gain more 
and more intimate knowledge of His 
Lord. He had not attained fully in that, 
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And yet how slack we are apt to be in 
pursuit of this increase of intimate ac- 
quaintance and fellowship with our same 
Lord! “Acquaint now thyself with him, 
and be at peace” (Job 22:21) is the first 
requisite, for to know Him is life eter- 
nal, and it is more cause of rejoicing 
to know that our names are written in 
Heaven than to have authority to cast 
out demons, 

Once in the family of faith, the Lord 
wishes us to grow in knowledge. There 
is such infinity in God’s beloved Son, 
and He stands to us in so many rela- 
tionships that Eternity will not exhaust 
our increasing knowledge of Him. Is 
He our Surety, having given Himself as 
security on our behalf? Is He our Lord 
and Master? Are we learning obe- 
dience, possibly (like Him) through suf- 
fering? There are many kinds of suf- 
fering, and He had them all — spiritual, 
mental, physical. Is He our Advocate? 
Ceaseless personal intercession ccntinues 
for each one from the One on the Throne 
to His Father~ upholding our title to 
forgiveness all along the way —for the 
efficacy of His once-shed blood never 
“The 


fails. As someone has written: 
words ‘The blood . . . cleanseth from all 
sin’—'‘cleanseth,’ this is judicial, not 


experimental: a fact, not a feeling: not 
a ‘fresh application of the blood,’ but 
the abiding value of the blood before 
God which maintains us in the Divine 
Presence in increasing acceptance — 
consciously, as we walk in the light” 
(John Ritchie). 

“Then shall we know, if we follow 
on to know” (Hos. 6:3); hence Paul’s 
strenuous running in the race. The more 
we know of Christ, the more we want 
to know, for His love is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting; we may, through our 
own fault, lose the sense of it, but it 
never fails, nor does the marvel of it 
cease as it comes home to us how per- 
sonal it is, and we exclaim, “For even 
me”! 

There is another side to this. The 
Devil with wiles and arts, of which he 
is an experienced master, will use them 
all to cloud our joy. One favorite de- 
vice is to cast doubts on our being chil- 
dren of God at all. He accuses us night 
and day, and on high is answered by 
our great Advocate; but he gets at mem- 
bers of the family on earth with the 
poisoned dart “If,” or it can be a whip 
lash in his hand! He actually aimed 
it at the Lord Himself in the loneliness 
and physical exhaustion of the wilder- 
ness forty days’ fast! “If thou be the 
Son of God, command .. . these stones.” 
Bread for the hungry! Can God be 
thy father and deny thee this? The 
reply was simple, but it did its work: 
“It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 
4:4). 

Nothing daunted, the enemy tries 
again. “If thou be the Son of God” — 
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do something spectacular — cast thyself 
into space — the Jews would acclaim thee, 
the angels will rescue thee. The enemy 
even quoted Psalm 91, but left out the 
salient words, “in all thy ways,” and, 
“the dragon shalt thou trample under 
feet”! The calm answer was again from 
what is now in so many places the de- 
spised “Pentateuch,” “It is written” — 
and Deuteronomy 6:16 came from those 
holy lips. 

A third time the tempter tried — how 
he dared is a wonder! And the Lord 
had come to this scene by His Father's 
will and the Holy Ghost’s leading on 
purpose to be tried and proved, to resist 
and conquer where the first Adam had 
failed. From a lofty summit the Sav- 
iour was shown all the glories of the 
earth, and they were offered to Him at 
the price of worshiping the Devil! “If 
thou wilt fall down and worship me.” 
The answer, again, “It is written” (Deut, 
6:13), was given by the victorious Son 
of man. 

It was enough; and we have the same 
weapon when the Devil’s “Ifs” come to 
us. “It is written” supplies a complete 
answer. Moreover, be it noticed, the 
Devil recognized Deuteronomy as the 
Word of God — the book that, as already 
mentioned, is so discredited in some 
quarters today. He would have been 
quick to deny this if he could. A Bible 
class leader announced that on the fol- 
lowing Sunday an opportunity would be 
given for those who liked to take part, 
when members could quote or read the 
verse they individually found hreught 
peace to their hearts, or with which they 
could meet the Devil in some conflict. 
It was very interesting to listen to the 
variety of verses quoted. Has the reader 
some special verse that is an anchor for 
faith? For faith it is that brings us into 
line with the Saviour, in times of con- 
flict, as well as in those of loving fel- 
lowship. Fellowship suffers when the 
Word of God is neglected or misquoted. 
It is the very Bread of God to Spirit- 
taught believers, and again, appreciation 





Coming Next Week 


EXT week’s issue of THE SuN- 
DAY ScHOOL TIMEs will be the 
spring Book Number. It will con- 
tain a double-page spread, and 
more, of reviews of the latest and 
best books of interest to church 
and Sunday school workers. 
There will also be an inspiring 
and up-to-the-minute report from 
Dr. William H. Chisholm telling 
of marvelous opportunities and re- 
sults in the work among war pris- 
oners in Korea; and Dr. W. Gra- 
ham Scroggie will continue his 
series of “Counsels for Young Pas- 
tors” with the second article, 
“Making the Most of College 
Days.” 
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of this grows as we cultivate it. Busy 
people have scant time for thinking 
much, yet one who cooks and washes and 
is constantly at work, and beset by in- 
firmities, finds opportunity to pray. When? 
When cooking, or washing, or mending! 
“A praying heart can find a place to 
pray anywhere.” 

So we end where we began, “That 
I may know him”; and prayer promotes 
intimate acquaintance. When an in- 
quirer asked: “Who is he, Lord, that I 
may believe on him?” the answer was, 
“Thou hast both seen him, and it is he 
that talketh with thee” (John 9:36, 37). 
He shows Himself as the Eternal I Am, 
always present, understanding, and, to 
the seeker, constantly revealing Himself. 
What He does may be bewildering, as 
Peter found, but he was answered: ‘What 

(Continued on page 130) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Why Not Print the Answers 
on the Same Page? 


It has been a privilege and a delight 
to have subscribed to the Times for 
the past dozen years or more. There 
has been one question which has over 
the years been a problem to me, Why 
do you print Dr. Macaulay’s “Ques- 
tions for Teachers” on one page, and 
then the answers on an entirely differ- 
ent one? 

I find that Dr. Macaulay’s questions 
and answers are so valuable that | 
clip many of them, as I also do the 
better stories in your Illustration 
Round Table. But why do you make 
most of us read the questions, then 
finger around (and also _ fumble 
around) the ten times to get the an- 
swers, or to see if our answers are 
close? Perhaps it is to get us to read 
the advertisements. Well, we do that 
anyway as we page through. 

To me it is the heart of all that is 
written, and yet I feel (and maybe I 
am entirely wrong in this) that not 
as many people use it as there would 
be if it was all run on the one and 
same page. 

Please don’t think this is a criticism, 
I write it only as a suggestion.—A 
Connnecticut pastor, 

For many years THE SuNDAY ScHool 
TrMEs has published the answers on an- 
other page to stimulate the teachers’ 
thinking in their lesson preparation. The 
same plan has been followed by other 
magazines, as for instance, in the “Word 
Power” feature in the Reader's Digest. 
A reference to the page containing the 
answers is always given at the end of 
the questions and they can be found 
quickly. They are not separated from 
the questions to force readers to read 
the advertisements. The lesson depart- 
ment of THe SuNpAY ScuHoot Times is 
primarily for teachers, and most of them 
are willing to do some individual and 
original thinking as they read the lesson 
articles. Having to look for the answers 
to the questions on another page delays 
the right answer only a few moments, 
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|. Counsels for Young Pastors 
By W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE, D.D. 


The call to the ministry 





in the settled ministry, I feel that it 

might possibly be of service to my 
younger brethren if I shared with them 
some of the things that I have learned 
during this time. If by so doing I might 
spare you some bitter experiences, and 
encourage you in a way that is true and 
joyous, I shall feel well repaid, 

I purpose therefore, to invite your at- 
tention to some of the matters that pro- 
foundly matter to all who would devote 
their life to the Christian ministry. 

Among such things are, The Call to 
the Ministry, College Days, The Pas- 
torate, Bible Study, The Day’s Program, 
Reading, Indexing, Pulpit Craft, The De- 
livery of the Message, Interpretation 
and Application, and Public Prayer. 

Then let us begin at the beginning and 
consider: 

THe CALL TO THE MINISTRY 

Be it said at once that the Christian 
ministry is not a profession, but a voca- 
tion; it is not a livelihood, 
but an investment of life. 

He who would follow the ministry as 
he would follow law or medicine, be- 
cause of the intellectual and social ad- 
vantages which it offers, has not begun 
to understand what the ministry means. 

The question then naturally 
How may one know if he is called to 
the Christian ministry? 

In answer to this, let me say one or 
two things briefly and plainly. 

And first of all, such an one will have 
a personal assurance of salvation, No 
unconverted man was ever Called to, or 
has any right to be in the Christian min- 
istry. The case of Dr. Chalmers, who 
preached for years before he had any 
such assurance, does not affect this fact. 
The sine qua non of holy ministry is 
spiritual life. A man cannot with power 
preach a Gospel that has not changed 
his own heart. The preacher must be 
a Christian. It is a sin for any man to 
go into a Christian pulpit who cannot 
say, “I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him 
against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). In His 
inscrutable providence God may employ 
a man like Balaam or Judas to serve a 
spiritual end, but no one would class the 
one with Moses, or the other with Paul. 

In the next place, he who would enter 
the ministry will have a strong desire 
to preach, but it must not be inferred 
from this, that everyone who wishes to 
preach is called to the ministry. The 
desire itself is good or bad according 
to the motive that prompts it, and many 
motives may prompt it. A man may 
desire to enter the ministry in response 


L inte back upon over fifty years 


means of 


arises, 





This is the first of a series of 
twelve articles by Dr. W. Graham 
Scroggie of London. In his introduc- 
tion will be found a list of the other 
topics to be included in the series. 
There will also be a series of six 
leading editorials on “Things That 
Matter Most,” by Dr. Scroggie, which 
will begin shortly in the Times. 

These articles come out of Dr. Scrog- 
gie’s long and wide experience as 
minister, Bible teacher, and author, 
one who is well known and loved on 
both sides of the Atlantic. They offer 
a fine opportunity to Times readers 
to make it known to their ministers, 
to theological students, and to other 
friends who are not taking the paper. 
An 18-weeks subscription for $1 in 
the United States ($1.10 in Canada, in 
U.S.A. dollars) will include all the 
articles, if subscription orders, re- 
questing the series by Dr. Scroggie, 
are sent in at once. 








to the counsel and ccmpliments of his 
friends, specially of his lady friends; or 
as a result of merely personal calcula- 
tions: or because it would furnish a 
splendid opportunity for the exercise of 
oratcrical gifts; or because it is favor- 
able to the indulgence of a taste for 
literature; or because it assures social 
standing. and refined associations; or be- 
cause it opens up chances of coveted 
leadership, and of attractive publicity, 

If any of these, or suchlike motives, 
prompt in one the desire to preach, 














Dr. W. Graham Scroggie 





there is there no evidence of the divine 
call, 

So sacred a service must be sought, not 
for the sweets or honors of office, but 
for its spiritual opportunities, and with 
a willingness to face for their sake sac- 
rifice and toil. 

If then it is true that not everyone 
who desires to preach is called to preach, 
surely it is true also that everyone who 
ought to preach will have a desire so 
to do. 

This desire may come very early, as 
in the case of Alexander Whyte. While 
still less than twelve years old, he was 
engaged by a farmer in Kirriemuir, and 
one day, when he let the cattle stray in 
the corn, the farmer’s wife ran cut 
“raging him,” “I dinna ken fat ye're 
to dae, or foo in the hale warld ye'll ever 
earn an honest living”; to which little 
Alec replied, “What wad ye think if ae 
day I was to wag my pow in a poopit?” 
“You, you feckless cratur?” she said 
And, later, when just twelve, we hear 
him saying to his mother, “Don’t cry, 
Mother, don’t be afraid, for I will go 
and serve out my time; but, mind you, 
I'm going to be a minister.” 

As to myself, I have distinct reco]- 
lections, when I was nine or ten years 
of age, of imagining myself preaching 
to crowds of people. Only time can 
test such a desire, and prove its worth 

But further, a would-be minister will 
be in possession of necessary qualifica- 
tions. 

Just as physical robustness is not 
enough, where there is any looseness of 
mental machinery, so intellectual vigo1 
is not enough where there are radical 
and incurable physical defects. For the 
fulfillment of the Christian ministry the 
combination of certain physical, intellec- 
tual, moral, and spiritual qualities is 
necessary. The minister must be a man 
of high principle, studious temperament, 
sympathetic nature, and practical abil- 
ity. He must have gifts, grace. and 
gumption. 

Yet, the possession of all these quali- 
ties does not prove that one is called 
to the Christian ministry. Every gifted 
young man is not destined for this high 
office. One must be gifted to be a suc- 
cessful statesman, or lawyer, or scientist, 
or businessman. Facility of speech is as 
necessary in Parliament, and at the bar, 
as in the pulpit, and the possession of 
it does not in itself prove that one is 
called to preach. 

Further evidence is needed, and part 
of it will be found in that the destined 
minister will be acceptable and effectual, 

A young man who, in the capacity 
of preacher, is disliked wherever he 
goes, or who accomplishes nothing wher- 
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ever he goes, has no reason to believe 
that he has the divine call. If a man 
is to be useful in the service of Christ, 
especially in the home ministry, he must 
be acceptable to the people as a man 
and as a minister, and his labors among 
them must be fruitful. Evidence of both 
these qualifications must be given be- 
fore one can be assured of the call of 
God. Yet, be it said, the presence of 
these qualifications does not, in itself, 
prove such a call, for God requires of 
all Christians a certain acceptability and 
effectuality. 

Something more than all the foregoing 
is necessary before one can be sure that 
he is divinely called to the Christian 
ministry: and that something more is 
an overwhelming conviction that he must 
preach, 

He will say, as did Paul, “Necessity is 
laid upon me: yea, wee is unto me, if 
I preach not the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). 
The man called of God will feel that 
he is seized as with a strong and in- 
visible grip, from which there is no es- 
cape; he will feel that the ministry is 
not an alterrative, but an imperative: 
that he can do none other than preach. 
Like Ezekiel, he will be lifted up and 
taken away, and the hand of the Lord 
will be strong upon him. 

When Jeremiah tried to refrain from 
preaching, he tells us, “I was weary with 
forbearirg, and I could not stay” (Jer. 
20:9): and that will be the experience 
of every true preacher. Passion and 
vision will characterize every God- 
called and God-sent man, 

He wil’ f-el. as did Paul in the wofds 
of F. W. H. Myers: 
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Oft when the Word is on me to deliver, 
Lifts the illusion, and the truth l’es bare; 
Desert or throng, the city or the river, 
Melts in a lucid Paradise of air. 
Only like souls I see the folk thereunder, 
Bound who should conquer, slaves who 
should be kings, — 
Hearing their one hope with an empty 
wonder, 
Sadly contented in a show of things; — 

Then, with a rush, the intolerable craving 

Shivers throughout me like a t:umpet- 
call, 

Oh to save these! to perish for their 

saving, 
Die for their life, be offered for them all ! 

That is the passion of the true 
preacher; and if a man, having the other 
necessary endowments, feels like that, 
he may certainly take it to be the call 
of God. Such an one will have “a di- 
vine commission behind him, a divine 
summons before him, and a divine con- 
viction within him”: and what more can 
anyone have or need? 

Such an one will be in the succession 
of Abram, and Moses, and Elisha, and 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, and 
Amos, and Peter, and Paul, and Augus- 
tine, and Luther, and Knox, and Wesley, 
and Whitefield, and Spurgeon, yes, and 
of Christ Himself, whom God sent. No 
wonder Dr. Clifford said, when it was 
suggested that he should enter Parlia- 
ment, “I would not come down to it.” 
That was no disparagement of Parlia- 
ment, but it was a recognition of the 
superlative glory of the Christian min- 
istry. 

If one can keep out of the ministry he 
should; and if one cannot, it is because 
he has been called. 


(To be continued) 


No Other Gods Before Me 


Not even a seemingly harmless hobby 


NE day, not long ago, I held in the 

palm of one hand $700 worth of but- 
tons! This was in the home of friends 
who say that such ccllections were once 
their god. Now they serve the living 
Saviour — but I must not get ahead of 
my story. 

It was a day in early spring when I 
rang the bell at the attractive home of 
Mr. and Mrs. H—. As my _ hostess 
ushered me into the spacious living room, 
I observed a strange picture on the wall 
—or was it a picture? It was a nine- 
by-twelve-inch frame, under the glass 
of which, in neatly arranged rows, were 
to be seen buttons! 

Of course I could not at once make 
any comment about this peculiar ob- 
ject, although it aroused my curiosity. 
Later in the a*terncon, however, in the 
course of the conversation, I felt free 
to venture something like this: “By 
the way, Mrs. H—. I could not help 
noticing that unusual frame as I came 


By HELEN |. NEEDHAM 


in. Does it have some particular sig- 
nificance?” 

“Oh, that!” Mrs. H— laughed and 
glanced at her husband: ensconced in 
a big armchair, he was not saying much 
of anything, as is usual with husbards 
when the ladies get to talking. “That 
is just a hobby we have, or I should 
say, we used to have. We aren’t both- 
ering with it any more.” 

“Won't you tell me about it?” I tried 
to subdue the eagerness in my voice: 
but this sounded like a story, and I am 
a perpetual child when it comes to en- 
thusiasm for stories. 

“Of course, if you’re interested,” gra- 
ciously replied Mrs, H—. Then she 
proceeded. 

“My husband and I are life members 
of the National Button Society. Every 
year, this large organization has a din- 
ner at the Stevens Hotel, with bocths 
for the display of the various entries. 
These entries are arranged on ‘trays,’ 
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as they are called: what you see on the 
wall over there is one of them. Every 
one covets the blue ribbons at the an- 
nual shews; some of the prizes are really 
valuable.” 

“I suppose most of your trays were 
blue ribbon ones,” I commented. 

Mrs. H— nodded. “Yes, most of them 
were. We've brought home a good many 
beautifully bound books, silver loving 
cups, and cash prizes, too. Let me get 
some of our collections, though. You'll 
be most interested in them.” 

She brought from a cabinet a number 
of neat frames, each with its special 
arrangement, also a box of unmounted 
buttons. “These ivory miniatures are 
much in demand,” she went on. “These 
particular ones are my Biblical scenes. 
Here is Moses in the bulrushes. This is 
the woman at the well: and this, as you 
will see, is the Madonna.” 

“These others aren t from Bible events, 
though, are they?” I asked, looking curi- 
cusly at another group. 

Mr. H— replied to my question, as his 
wife had gone out of the room for a 
moment. “No; let me tell you. These 
represent various stories in literature 
Do you recognize Tom Sawyer’s fare- 
well to his mother? Then this one is 
Robinson Crusoe’s man Friday, and this 
small one is Rip Van Winkle. Can you 
see his staff?” 


“How unusual these are!” I ex- 
claimed. “Whatever could these two 
be?” 

Mr. H— laughed _ good-naturedly 
“Don’t you know Mary Tudor? This is 
Mary with her falcon. The other is 


Woodsman, spare that tree.’” 

“Whoever heard of such a thing!” I 
ejaculated. “How ignorant I’ve been on 
this subject! To me buttons were just 
for fastening things together, although. 
of course, I sometimes noticed unusually 
attractive ones on dresses or other gar- 
ments,” 

Mrs. H—, coming in just then with 
sparkling glasses of lemonade, addressed 
her husband. “Shew her the cat ones 
She'll like the Egyptian cat, the Chinese 
cat, and Puss in Boots.” 

After admiring these odd pieces, I next 
saw several Zodiac buttons. There were 


also some called Wedgwood, among 
which was one featuring the astute 


French statesman, Cardinal Richelieu 
“My choicest treasures, though, are 
the Japanese ones,” declared Mrs. H—-. 
passing a plate of cookies, and at the 
same time indicating a beautiful tray 
that her husband had just picked up 
“They are called Satsumas. I wish that 
we could show you our opera singer, too: 
but we just sold that one. It was an 
‘authentic’ — from the waistcoat of the 
King of England. With décolleté gown 
and pompadour, she was really lovely. 
That was an ivory miniature, set in gold: 
it brought a good price.” 
“Mrs. H- 
(Continued on page 126) 


specialized in heads.” re- 
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Lésson for February 25 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 
for 1951 


NCE again, a Christian Fellowship 

Tour, sponsored by The Sunday 
School Times Company and operated by 
the Northern Pacific Railway, has been 
planned for the summer, and an illus- 
trated folder giving the itinerary, cost, 
and other details is now available. This 
twelfth Christian Fellowship Tour will 
leave Chicago on Thursday, June 28, at 
11.30 a.m. 

June 29 will be spent in Denver, the 
“Mile High City,” visiting in the beau- 
tiful Denver Mountain Parks such places 
as Clear Creek, Idaho Springs, Echo 
Lake, Summit Lake, and the summit of 
Mount Evans, 14,260 feet above sea level. 

June 30 will find the party in Salt 
Lake City, where they will see many 
places of historic interest, and have time 
for a dip in Great Salt Lake, where it 
is said that one cannot sink. 

Sunday, July 1, will be free for rest 
and worship in Los Angeles, and the 
following day will be devoted to sight- 
seeing about that city. 

Traveling by comfortable 
coaches through the famous redwoods 
and sequoias in the Mariposa Grove of 
Big Trees, the party will reach the beau- 
tiful Aluvahnee Hotel in the heart of 
Yosemite National Park, and July 3 and 
4 will be spent there in the midst of one 
of the great scerfic wonders of the world, 

Then, journeying westward and north- 
ward, stops will be made in San Fran- 
cisco, Portland, and Seattle. On Mon- 
day, July 9, the group will leave Seattle 
by rail for Vancouver, B. C., and that 
same night will board the S.S. Chilcotin, 
of the Union Steamships, Ltd. This mod- 
ern, streamlined, comfortable’ cruise 
ship will be their home for a ten-day 
cruise through the sheltered waters of 
the Inside Passage to Alaska, stopping 
at such ports as Prince Rupert, B. C., 
Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway, 
Alaska, 

It was from Skagway that prospectors 
of the gold rush days of '98 trekked over 
the Chilkoot Pass to the headwaters of 
the Yukon River. The 1951 Christian 
Fellowship Party will follow their trail 
part way, but in the comfortable rail- 
road coaches of the White Pass and 
Yukon Railroad. which will carry them 
from Skagway to Carcross, in Yukon 
Territory. Here they will embark on a 
lake steamer that will glide amid tower- 
ing snow-capped mountains down the 
west Taku Arm of Lake Tagish. 

Returning the following afternoon to 
Skagway and boarding the S.S. Chilcotin, 
the group will begin the return voyage 
to Vancouver, stopping for interesting 
Visits at Sitka, the old Russian capital 
of Alaska, and at Metlakatla on Annette 
Island. The homeward journey through 
the Inside Passage will include the beau- 
tiful Gardiner Canal, a beautiful fiord 
that extends a half a day’s journey in- 
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land amid the spectacular mountains of 
British Columbia. 

Vancouver, B. C., will be reached once 
more on July 19, and, after time for 
sightseeing and shopping, the party will 
leave by boat for Victoria, B. C. From 
here the group will return by boat to 
Seattle, and, before commencing tle rail 
journey back to Chicago over the lines 
of the Northern Pacific Railway, they 
will spend a part of two days and an 
overnight at Paradise Inn, high on one 
of the arms of Mt. Rainier, enjoying a 
close-up view of that magnificent 14,408- 
foot peak. 

Traveling homeward over the conti- 
nental divide and through the Bad 
Lands, the Red River Valley, and the 
Lake Country of North Dakota and Min- 
nesota, the party will reach Chicago on 
Wednesday, July 25, 

Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Edi- 
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tor of THe SunpAy ScHoot TIrmMeEs, who 
has accompanied a number of earlier 
Christian Fellowship parties, will be 
with the 1951 group throughout the en- 
tire journey. Provision has been made 
this year so that those who would like 
to join the group in California and jour- 
ney to Alaska and back, may do so, They 
may return home direct from Vancouver, 
or May accompany the party as far as 
Chicago and then return home. Or, if 
there are some who do not have time 
to include the steamer trip to Alaska, 
they may journey with the group from 
Chicago to Vancouver, B. C., leaving the 
party there and returning home direct. 

You may have detailed information, 
and the descriptive itinerary folder by 
addressing Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., As- 
sociate Editor, THE SunDAY ScHooL Trmks, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia 5, 


Teaching a School To Give 


And solving its problems of financing 


E HAVE a small Sunday school. 

There are usually between ninety 
and one hundred on roll, with an aver- 
age attendance of sixty. Until a few 
years ago, we raised money to finance 
our school by having bakes, suppers, 
flower sales, and entertainments. ‘The 
one idea was to make money, there was 
no joy in giving to the Lord. 

All that is changed now. We do not 
have any activity to raise money, and 
we have no difficulty in financing our 
school. We take pleasure in giving, and 
some members of the school are tithers. 

The money received by the school of- 
ferings pays for the supplies and equip- 
ment, for the subscriptions to THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times for the teachers, for the 
Christmas and Easter treats, for the 
party that is given each October, for 
flowers and fruit sent to the sick or hos- 
pitalized, for home missions, for foreign 
missions, sometimes for assistance to 
young people attending Christian camps 
—and each year we give two h'mndred 
and fifty dollars to the church, 

We get the money to finance our 
school through the offerings taken each 
Sunday, the birthday bank, the banks 
which are given to the children each 
year before Easter, money which is given 
each month by some of the pupils, and 
by gifts of friends, 

The money that is put in the birthday 
banks is used for missions. We do not 
limit this to missions of our own de- 
nomination. The bank is held up each 
Sunday, and the children who have had 
birthdays during the week enjoy going 
to the front to put money in the bank 
and to have the school sing the birthday 
song to them. We were fortunate in 
having a missionary on furlough to teach 
a class in our Sunday school for over a 


By ESTHER O. SMITH 


year. She is now studying in New York 
before returning to the field. Recently 
we sent her twenty-five dollars from the 
birthday bank. When she returns to the 
field, we hope to send regular contribu- 
tions to assist in her support. 

Several years ago, one of the members 
of my class suggested that those who 
wanted to do so, give a dollar each 
month. This money would be kept by 
the class treasurer and turned in at 
Easter. That was a good suggestion, and 
it has brought the Sunday school hun- 
dreds of dollars. Some years my class 
of young women has an offering of over 
two hundred dollars. This year some 
cf the small girls and boys are using 
the plan. They bring their teachers 
twenty-five cents each Sunday, and that, 
of course, will amount to more than a 
dollar a month This money will be 
given to the Sunday school next Easter, 
and those little seven and eight-year-olds 
are going to be very happy about their 
offerings. 

Each year, about four weeks before 
Easter, we give small banks to the chil- 
dren. These banks are brought back on 
Easter and yield quite a nice sum of 
money. Many a penny that would have 
been spent for candy has gone into those 
little banks. 

Then there are gifts of friends or in- 
terested people. The lady who sits back 
of me in church reaches over each Sun- 
day and hands me a bag of pennies 
Thirty pennies each Sunday. That is 
over fifteen dollars a year. Suppose I 
had ten friends who did that? 

Sometimes money comes to our Sun- 
day school because of some help that a 
member of the school or one of the 
Classes has given to someone at a time 

(Continued on page 126) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





February 10, 195] 





International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 25. GLORY AND SERVICE 
Mark 9:2-50; printed text, verses 2-4, 14-17, 25-29 
Golden Text.—This is my beloved Son: hear him. —Mark 9:7 


Kine JAMES VERSION 

Mark 9:2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and 
James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain 
apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 

3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; 
so as no fuller on earth can white them. 

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they 
were talking with Jesus. 

14 And when he came to his disciples he saw a great multitude 
about them, and the scribes questioning with them. 

15 And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were 
greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. 

16 And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? 

17 And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have 
brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 


25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he 
rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf 
spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. 

26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of 
him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He 
is dead. 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he 
arose. 

28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked 
him privately, Why could not we cast him out? 

29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, 
but by prayer and fasting 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 

national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

International Council of Religious Education. 












































The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
T SEEMS strange that John, the only 
I one of our four Gospel writers to 

witness the transfiguration of our 
Lord, did not record it. This is another 
evidence that a Gospel is not a biog- 
raphy. Each writer had a specific pur- 
pose, and was directed by the Holy Spirit 
in the choice of incidents which would 
best serve that purpose. 

In all three of the synoptic accounts 
the Transfiguration is related to Peter’s 
great confession and our Lord’s revela- 
tion of His coming sufferings, death, and 
resurrection. The “after” of Matthew 
17:1, Mark 9:2, and Luke 9:28 is more 
than a temporal signpost. It links the 
two events, and invites us to examine 
the relation. It becomes evident on 
study that the Transfiguration was a 
Heaven-sent confirmation of the revela- 
tion of a week earlier. When Jesus, 
through baptism, committed Himself to 
the work of sin-bearing, the tokens of 
divine approval were immediately given 
— the opening Heaven, the Father’s word 
of pleasure in His Son, and the descent 
of the dove. Now, upon this further 
committal of Himself to the cross, the 
Father gave this mark of approval, and 
strengthened Jesus for the march to Cal- 
vary. 

Again the three intimates of Jesus are 
taken with Him on this wonderful oc- 
casion and given to see and hear such 
things as were unlawful to be uttered 
until Christ should rise from the dead. 
They could not understand the vision 
at the time, but we only have to read 
2 Peter 1:16-18 to discover how much it 
meant to them in later days. 

The place of the Transfiguration is a 
matter of dispute. The tradition that it 
was Mount Tabor, near Nazareth, was 
long accepted. When that was aban- 
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doned as too far from the scene of the 
great confession, and as unsuitable for 
such an event, opinion swung to Mount 
Hermon, close to Caesarea Philippi; but 
Dr. William Ewing suggests Jebel 
Jermuk in Upper Galilee, the highest 
hill in Palestine proper. (See article on 
the Transfiguration in the International 
Standard Bible Encyclopaedia.) The 
Eastern church still holds to Mount 
Tabor, while a spur of Mount Hermon is 
still popularly accepted in the West. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 9:2.—“After six days.” Luke 
says “about an eight days after.” Luke 
apparently includes the day from which, 
and the day to which, the reckoning is 
made, while Mark counts the days be- 
tween. “Apart by themselves.” Getting 
alone with God is vital in Christian ex- 
perience, and the more we are with 
crowds, the more we need to go apart. 
“He was transfigured before them.” Luke 
says that He went up “to pray” (chap. 
9:28). It is in the place of prayer that 
we are transfigured (2 Cor. 3:18). 


Verse 3—“And his raiment became 

. white as snow.” His very garments 
glistened with the outshining of the in- 
ward glory which rushed out to mingle 
with the glory of an opened Heaven in 
that hour of communion. Even the 
snows of Hermon could not display a 
purer white. 


Verse 4.—“‘Elias with Moses , . , talk- 
ing with Jesus.” Elijah, who went to 
Heaven by way of the fiery chariot (2 
Kings 2:11), and Moses whom God 
buried in secret (Deut, 34:5, 6: Jude 9). 
Their conversation was about the com- 
ing death of Jesus (Luke 9:31). 

Verses 5-13.—These verses should be 
closely studied for the reaction of the 
disciples (as expressed by Peter), for 
the answer from Heaven, and for the 
remarkable conversation on the way 
down the mountain, 


Verse 14.—“His disciples . . , a great 
multitude .. . and the scribes,” Three 
groups, all related to a tragedy. They 


represented failure, curiosity, and cyn- 
icism, 

Verse 15.—“The people were 
greatly amazed, and , . . saluted him.” 
Was it just His sudden appearing at the 
moment of need that amazed the peo- 
ple, or was there a lingering light on 
His face? (See Exod. 34:29: cf. John 18: 
4-6.) 

Verse 16.—‘And he asked the scribes, 
What question ye with them?” He came 
to the support of His badly beaten dis- 
ciples, who were being heckled by the 
astute scribes. 

Verse 17.—‘Master, I have brought 
unto thee my son.” The sorrowing father 
thrust himself between the scribes and 
Jesus, and answered Jesus’ question with 
a strong appeal. Luke says, “my only 
begotten son,” a remarkable parallel to 
the “only begotten Son” of John 3:16. 


Verses 18-24.—These verses contain the 
conversation between our Lord and the 
father of the afflicted boy, leading up to 
the father’s tearful cry, “Lord, I believe: 
help thou mine unbelief.” Notice how 
Jesus turns the parent’s “if thou canst” 
back on himself. 

Verse 25.—“Come out of him, and enter 
no more into him.” The delay was not 
to gather spectators, but to prepare the 
father’s faith. Yet it was right that the 
crowd who had witnessed the disciples’ 
failure should see the Lord’s glory. It 
was a permanent deliverance. Compare 
Matthew 12: 43-45. 

Verse 26—‘“And the spirit cried, and 
rent him sore, and came out of him.” 
Not without a struggle does Satan give 
up his prey, but he has to obey the om- 
nipotent word, however surlily and un- 
willingly. The conflict left the lad weak 
to the point of death. 


Verse 27.—“Jesus took him by the 
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hand.” We see this action time and 
again. How mighty, yet tender, is the 
hand of Jesus! 

Verse 28.—“Why could not we cast 
him out?” They had been given power 
over demons (chap. 6:7), yet here they 
were, utterly impotent. No wonder they 
were disturbed and sought the reason. 
Are we disturbed by our ineffectiveness 
in service, and do we honestly face up 
to it in His presence? 

Verse 29.—“This kind can come forth 
by nothing, but by prayer.” The “and 
fasting” is an uncertain reading. Never- 
theless there is a degree of prayer which 
demands detachment from ordinary pur- 
suits. Had these disciples spent the night 
of the Lord’s absence in prayer, they 
doubtless would have met the situation 
of the morning with triumphant power 
Our spiritual unpreparedness is account- 
able for many failures, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Peter’s magnificent confessicn on the 
way to Caesarea Philippi marked a cli- 
max and a crisis in the minds of the 
apostolic band. “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” The thought 
had doubtless been forming itself in 
their hearts, perhaps vaguely, and with 


many doubts and questionings. New, 
with Peter’s definitive statement, the 
truth gripped them, and Jesus stood 


forth before them in the glory of Mes- 
siahship and divine Sonship. Into that 
glorious conception of His person Jesus 
injected what was to them a jarring and 
contradictory note suffering, rejection, 
death. The added about rising 
again did not seem to register in their 
minds. 

On the Mount of Transfiguration the 
declaration of Peter was confirmed, as 
the glory of Christ’s person burst 
through the veil of flesh till even the 
snows of Hermon seemed dull and gray 
beside His glistening white attire. It 
was apparent that He was no native of 
our sin-darkened earth, but the Man 
from Heaven, the Son of God. But even 
as the amazed disciples looked on, into 
the glory was introduced the same, 
Strange note. Moses and Elijah confer- 
red with Him regarding “the decease 
lexodus] which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). Here, then, 
was a confirmation by heavenly mes- 
sengers of the truth which Peter had 
refused at the lips of Jesus Himself. 
But the confirmation was accompanied 
by a rebuke, when God said from 
Heaven, “This is my beloved Son: hear 
him.” If Moses and Elijah are to be 
believed, how much more the beloved 
Son! They give their witness concern- 
ing Him, and withdraw. but He abides. 
He is the ultimate and the eternal Word. 

We go with our Saviour into the mount 
of vision, of communion, of glory, and 
“it is good for us to be here.” But we 
must not dream of building booths. 
There is the call of need down in the 
valley: helpless sinners, “bound, who 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
18.—Jesus the Christ. 
Mark 7:24 to 9:1 


7. February 


Next Week's Lesson 
9. March 4.—The Jerusalem Road. Mark 10 








should conquer, slaves who should be 
kings”: distraught men, seeking release 
from their poignant griefs; ineffective 
disciples, wanting in prayer and there- 
fore wanting in power; the shallow mul- 
titude, curious, piteous, without sense of 
their own need; critics and questioners 
whose hearts are hungrier than they 
reveal. We must go back down, with 
our Saviour, to minister to such clamant 
and varied need. Our acquaintance with 
the mount will make us all the more 
effective in the valley. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. On the summit of the mount — revela- 
tion (Mark 9:2-8). 

2. Down the slopes of the mount — in- 
terpretation (vs, 9-13). 

3. At the fcot of the mount — applica- 
tion (vs. 14-29). 


Topics for Development 
The Hills of Jesus, 


1. The Mourt of Rejection, just out- 
side Nazareth (Luke 4:29). 

2. The Mount of Witness, which tradi- 
tion holds to be Karn Hattin, where the 
Sermon on the Mount was given (Matt. 
§:1). 

3. The Mount of Communion, where 
He “continued all night in prayer to 
God” (Luke 6:12). 

4. The Mount of Transfiguration, dis- 
cussed in the Approach to the Lesson. 

5. The Mount of Sorrow, from which 
He looked ywpon Jerusalem, and wept 
(Luke 19:41). 

6. The Mount of Crucifixion, Golgotha 
(Mark 15: 22-24). 

7. The Mount 
(Acts 1:9-12). 

8. The Mount of the Return (Zech, 14: 
4). 


of Ascension, Olivet 


Transfiguration. 

By linking three verses in which the 
same Greek word is translated by three 
different English words in the King 
James Version, we may learn a wonder- 
ful lesson. 

1. The Pattern of Transfiguration. “He 
was transfigured” (Mark 9:2). 

2. The Call to Transfiguration. “Be 
ye transformed [transfigured]” (Rom. 
12:2). 

3. The Means of Transfiguration. “We 
., , are changed [transfigured]” (2 Cor. 
3:18). 


Personal Applications 


Transfiguration is not a floodlighting, 
but the outshining of an inward reality. 

It is in the place of prayer that the 
glory of God the Holy Spirit, resident 
within us, rushes out to meet the glory 
of the throne of grace, and bathes even 
our outward expression with radiance. 
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All voices have fulfilled their task 
when they have borne witness to Jesus. 
Have we also learned to withdraw and 
leave men in the presence of Jesus only? 

When you don’t know what to Say, 
don't say it (Mark 9:5, 6). 

If your vision does not issue in effec- 
tive ministry, you are just a visionary. 

Prayer-less, faith-less, power-less: or 
prayer-full, faith-full, power-full: which 
is your story? See verses 29, 19, 28. 
Golden Text 

Mark 9:7.—In chapter 8 we saw the 
popular conception of the person of Jesus 
(v. 28), and what the disciples had come 
to believe concerning Him (v, 29). Here 
we have God’s categorical statement 
from which there is no appeal, tc which 
there is no argument. Therc can be 
only one true response: Hear Him! He 
is God’s last word, 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
ITH what previous event is the 
Transfiguration linked by all three 
synoptic writers? 

2. In what sense can the Transfigura- 
tion be regarded as a fulfillment of the 
promise in Mark 9:1? 

3. Why were Peter and James and 
John picked out from the others foi 
special favors? 

4. What important details does Luke 
give. which are omitted by Mark? 

5. How was the voice from Heaven a 
rebuke to Peter? 

6. To whom did Jesus refer in verse 
13? 

7. What ancient desire was granted on 
the Mount of Transfiguration? 

8. What made the impotence of the 
disciples the more tragic? 

9. What lesson must we learn from the 
impotence of the disciples? 

10. Why did Jesus delay the healing 
when the boy was being sorely tor- 
mented? 

(Answers on page 125) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus !” 
“To the Work, to the Work” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Ou! 
Heavenly Father, how good Thou art 
to have sent us Thy Son to be our Sav- 
iour! We praise Thee for His life and 
teaching, His death for us sinners, His 
glorious resurrection, His presence in 
Heaven on our behalf now, and His 
promised return. Help us to serve Him 
so faithfully that we shall not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming, but 
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shall rejoice to see Him and to share 
His glory. Help us to live as those who 
look for their Lord. Give us today a 
fresh vision of the privilege of living for 
Christ. Forgive our past failure and 
sin. Help us to be better Christians and 
render Thee better service, as we long 
to do. Relieve the suffering, comfort 
the sad, save the sinful, and may Thy 
Kingdom come, and Thy will be done 
in us now, and in all the earth soon, 
for Thy name’s sake and glory. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Only a few days 
before His transfiguration, the Lord had 
foretold His death, and called His dis- 
ciples to take up, each one, his cross 
and even face the loss of life for Him 
and the Gospel’s sake. That was hard 
teaching to receive. But now, to en- 
courage them, the Lord gives Peter, 
James, and John a sight of the heavenly 
glory to follow the earthly suffering. 
For the Transfiguration was a glimpse 
beforehand of the glory of Christ's sec- 
ond coming with His saints. Though He 
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was to suffer and die, and His disciples 
to be persecuted, at last He would come 
again in such glory as was His in the 
Transfiguration. And then, His faithful 
people, like Moses and Elijah, would 
be with Him to share their Master’s 
glory. 

Recently, in a certain school in China, 
the pupils were questioned to see which 
of them went to the Jesus Hall. Of 
twenty-five who admitted having been 
there, all but one said they did not 
believe in Jesus. But eleven-year-old 
Aaron said, “Yes, I believe.” For all 
that day he was kept standing, and was 
mocked and cuffed by the other children, 
When he protested, the teacher mock- 
ingly said, “Your God told them to do 
it.” At the end of the day another 
teacher said, “What good is there in be- 
lieving in Jesus? See what you had to 
put up with today. You don’t believe 
in Jesus now, do you?” Fearlessly the 
lad replied, “I still believe, for Jesus 
died on the cross for my sins.” Yes, 
and brave Aaron had taken up his cross 
that day for his Saviour’s sake. It had 
been hard, but some day he will be 
amply repaid. When we find it hard to 
be true to the Lord, let us think of brave 
little Aaron and others like him. And 
let us remember what glory lies ahead 
for faithful Christians. Let us say to 
our soul, “We can suffer now; He will 
know us then,” and we shall be nerved 
to battle on. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he was transfigured before them” 
(Mark 9:2).—This was the fulfillment of 
the striking statement of verse one. For 
the scene on the Mount was a preview 
of the Kingdom. It was the Kingdom 
in sample form, not in its fullness (2 
Pet, 1:16-18). 

The Lord Jesus, the central figure of 
the scene, was transfigured or “meta- 
morphosed” before them. When the 
Kingdom is ushered in, He will not be 
seen in humiliation. The poet has said: 

Jesus, in His heavenly temple, 

Sits with God upon the throne; 

Now no more to be forsaken, 

His humiliation gone. 

Faith sees Him now “crowned with 
glory and honour”; and “in His times 
He shall show who is the blessed and 
only potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords.” Sir Edward Denny 
wrote: 

Thy path on earth, the cross, the grave, 

Thy sorrows all are oer; 
And O sweet thought! Thine eye shall 
weep, 
Thy heart shall break no more. 
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“Elias with Moses . . . were talking 
with Jesus” (Mark 9:4).—In this King- 
dom scene, Moses might well represent 
those who passed through death, while 
Elias or Elijah represents those who 
will be raptured without dying. Both 
classes shall be with and like the Lord 
in manifested glory. In Moses we also 
have the representative of the Law, and 
in Elijah that of the Prophets. Be- 
lievers shall not only see the glory, but 
shall share the glory. And not only 
so, but we shall be perfectly suited to 
that glory. We shall not feel the least 
estrangement there. Like Elias and 
Moses we shall talk with Him. What 
happy holy intercourse shall then be 
ours —and without the least bit of re- 
serve ! 

Although Mark does not give us the 
subject of their conversation, Luke does; 
he says they “spake of his decease which 
he should ‘accomplish at Jerusalem.” God 
never does anything at the expense of 
His righteousness, hence the glory of 
the coming Kingdom must be established 
in righteousness. To satisfy the right- 
eous claims of God, the Lord Jesus must 
accomplish His decease or exodus! 
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Lesson for February 25 


Elias and Moses looked forward to 
the glory through the death of Christ: 
but we shall lock back from the glory 
to Calvary where He accomplished His 
cecease. 

At this point I always feel sorry for 
folks who say they cannot and will not 
believe in the sacrificial death of the 
Saviour. It was the theme on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, and it shall be our 
song in the Glory, of which the Mount 
was but a preview (Rev. 1:5; 5:9, 10). 

The Father's everlasting love, 

And Jesus’ precious blood 
Shall be our endless theme of praise 
In yonder blest abode. 

Where is the believer who does not 
anticipate with pure delight the prospect 
cf communing with his Lord in Glory 
about that which took place at Calvary! 
How often have we sung John Newton's 
“Amazing Grace,” and concluded thus: 

When we've been there ten thousand 

years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun. 

“He saw a great multitude .. .” (Mark 
9:14).—These were in the plain or val- 
ley while He was on the Mount. They 
might well speak to us of those who 
will be on earth at the time the King- 
dom is established in Glory (Rev. 7:9- 
17). The multitudes had their questions, 
sorrows, and evidences of Satan’s power 
in their midst. The Lord was more than 
equal for all these things. The world 
has its questions, its sorrows, its evi- 
dences of Satan's power — and shall con- 
tinue to have them in ever-increasing 
volume until the Lord is manifested in 
power and glory. When He visibly takes 
the reins and rules in power, things shall 
be settled righteously. That is the dis- 
pensaticnal application of the portion; 
but let us not miss the practical side 
of it, 

“Master, I have brought unto thee my 
son” (Mark 9:17).—That is the proper 
thing to do with difficulties and prob- 
lems which are too great for us. As this 
helpless father brought the son which 
was such a problem, to the Lord, so 
may we take everything to Him in 
prayer (Phil. 4:6, 7) 

The father came to the Lord with an 
“if” and the Lord gave him to under- 
stand that He had the ability to do what 
the father desired. The question was, 
Did the father have the faith to believe? 
Thank God he did, and his desire was 
fulfilled. Simple, childlike faith is the 
need of the day. 

The late Earl of Shaftesbury was a de- 
voted Christian. One day he prefaced 
his message to the Bible Society by re- 
lating an incident. He said: “I have 
just received the greatest compliment 
of my life. As I was about to cross the 
busy Strand to get to this hall, I noticed 
a little child standing on the sidewalk, 
and intently examining the face of each 
Passing man. The child saw me, lifted 
her eyes to mine, and then immediately 
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ran forward with hands outstretched, 
saying, ‘Big man, won't you please carry 
me across?’ I stooped and lifted her at 
once and as I felt her arms tightly 
clasped around my neck, I counted my- 
self the proudest mun in London!” O 
for a child’s faith in the Lord! He alone 
has the strength to carry us across the 
highway cf time to unending glory. 
Wawona, CALIF, 


we 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here was a boy in a 

mighty bad fix, whose father took 
him to Jesus, and Jesus healed him and 
made him happy again. The boy’s father 
did the very best possible thing for 
his son in taking him to the Lord Jesus. 
He told Jesus how the boy would gnash 
his teeth and foam at the mouth, and 
even while he spoke, the boy “fell on 
the ground, and wallowed foaming.” It 
was terrible to see. The father cried out 
to Jesus, “If thou canst do any thing, 
have compassion on us, and help us.” 
Jesus answered, “If thou canst believe, 
all things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth.” The man answered, “Lord, I 
believe.” Then Jesus spoke the word, 
and the boy was healed. At first he lay 
still, as though he were dead; the people 
looking on, said, “He is dead.” “But 
Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted 
him up; and he arose.” 

I remember when my father took me 
to the dentist. I dreaded it as a ter- 
rible ordeal, but I had gnashed my teeth 
and “wallowed foaming” nearly all 
night, and was ready for anything that 
would relieve me of that awful tooth- 
ache. It was comforting for my father 
to go with me. I had never been to the 
dentist before, but other fellows had told 
me how he would pry your mouth open 
and take a pair of pliers and nearly 
gouge your jawbone out, spurting blood, 
and all that. The very thought of it 
was terrifying. But my father had been 
to the dentist, and he said the dentist 
was a very kind man, that he would be 
kind to me and would do me a lot of 
good; that he had done him (my father) 
a lot of good, something no one else 
could do for him. That was reassuring, 
and it proved to be true. Of course it 
hurt, but the tooth was out in an in- 
stant and I could hardly believe it until 
I put my tongue in the empty space. 
But the ache was all gone, and I was 
one happy boy again. 

Of course it was much more serious 
in the case of the boy whose father took 
him to Jesus. That boy had what might 
be called a fatal ailment. In the record 
here it is called a “dumb and deaf 
spirit” which would throw him into a 
fit, sometimes into the fire, or into the 
water, the father told the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He must have been a very mis- 
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erable boy. I have seen fellows who 
were very urhappy because a bad spirit 
had gotten hold of them. A boy came 
to my house one day in deep trouble. He 
was in rebellion against his parents and 
he had had a fight with his brother. He 
was planning to run away from home 
and give them all a good scare, Every- 
body in his home was against him and 
everybody was in the wrong but himself. 
An evil spirit had full possession of him. 
I wish that boy’s father had taken him 
to Jesus. He could have done it. That 
is what a father is for; but he did not, 
so I had to do it myself. I showed him 
where he was wrong and told him how 
the Lord Jesus could get him straight- 
ened out. Then we got down on our 
knees and talked to Jesus about it, That 
was all, but it was enough. He saw 
himself in his true light, and before he 
left he made a full surrender. When 
I saw him next day he was a very differ- 
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ent boy. Everything at home was all 
right now, and he was very happy. 

I tell you, fellows, there is no one 
who can take away a bad spirit and give 
us a happy heart, like the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Have you tested Him? 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


yy 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustra‘ion accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Seeing the King.—This is my beloved 
Son: hear him (Mark 9:7, Golden Text). 
Sometime ago I used to visit a blind 
Christian woman in a remote village in 
Dorsetshire, England. Blind Bessie had 
never seen daylight in all her seventy- 
six years. We used to read Holy Scrip- 
ture together, she from Braille. One day, 
in discussing colors, she said, “What 
IS white?” The children bring me a 
dead bird and say it is brown, green, 
golden in coloring! What are these? 
And what does the face of a man or a 
woman really look like?” An adequate 
descriptive reply was hard to give, be- 
yond letting her run her sensitive fin- 
gers over my face! That enabled her 
to feel what her eyes could not see, 
but she could not feel color. Falling 
back upon the Word, I said: “Bessie, 
your experience will be that of the dis- 
ciples on the Mount: when you do see, 
you will see no man but Jesus only, 
and that will be worth all you may feel 
you have missed here below.” “Yes, I 
know,” she replied. “Mine eyes shall 
see the King in His beauty” (Isa. 33:17). 
“This is my greatest comfort. When 
my poor earthly eyes fail me in human 
sight they behold the land that is very 
far off, and yet so near.” When Bessie 
Hanham went Home a year later, the 
brief epitaph ‘in the local newspaper 
read, “Her end was peace.” How true, 
for now she sees “Jesus only” — the 
plea of the sinner, the pardon of the 
saint, the power of the sanctified —From 
personal experience. Sent by Major T. 
H. E. Woods, Newport, Dundee, Scot- 


land. 


The Supreme Mystery.—This is my be- 
loved Son: hear him (Mark 9:7, Golden 
Text). Dr. Len G. Broughton said that 
when he was a medical student he could 
not accept the supernatural generation 
of Christ. He went to a doctor of divin- 
ity, who reasoned with him and left him 
in greater perplexity than ever. His 
medical education finished, he went to 
the backwoods to begin his practice, and 
one Sunday morning a_ backwoods 
preacher, at an old country meeting- 
house, knocked out more skepticism in 
one-half hour than he had gotten in 
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three years, and this is the way he did 
it: He said: “If there is anybody here 
troubled about the mystery of God's be- 
coming man, I want to take you back 
to the first chapter of Genesis and the 
first verse, ‘In the beginning God’!” He 
looked down into the audience very 
searchingly, and, said the doctor, “I felt 
that he was looking directly at me.” 
He continued: “My brother, let me ask 
you this: Do you believe God was in 
the beginning? That is to say, that be- 
fore the beginning began, God was?” I 
said to myself, “Yes, I believe that.” 
“Now.” he said, “if you believe that God 
was ahead of the beginning, you believe 
the only mysterious thing of this uni- 
verse.” If I believed that, God knows 
I could believe anything else in the 
world. I had gone to college and trav- 
eled through the mysteries of the theory 
of reproduction and the cell formation, 
and had come to realize that I was just 
a common fool; that if God was in the 
beginning, that was the one supreme 
mystery of all mysteries of this mysteri- 
ous universe of God—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Something in His Face.—He was trans- 
figured before them (Mark 9:2). At a 
meeting in London of some Christian 
policemen, one prayed, “O God, put 
something in our faces as we walk about 
that persons in trouble may see and so 
be led to ask our help.” The next day, 
when on duty, a man, in a condition 
brought about by excessive drinking, 
came up to him, handed him an ad- 
dressed envelope, and asked him to call 
there. This the policeman did. The 
man himself answered the door, and 
said, “Fer God’s sake, come in and pray 
with me. This mcrning I saw something 
in your face that told me you could help 
me. At that time I had decided to end 
my life. I am a wretched backslider.” 
At one time he had been a deacon in a 
church, but drink had been his downfall. 
Now he is again following the One who 
came to seek and to save that which 
was lost.—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Dearest to His Heart.—And they were 
talking with Jesus (Mark 9:4). Some- 
times I feel that Christ would find Him- 
self a little lonely in our churches to- 
day. I can imagine His sitting in humble 
disguise in the churches, and then, when 
He came out, saying: “They spoke ear- 
nestly of Me as a Helper, as one who 
sympathizes with all the oppressed; as 
one who hates injustice, hypocrisy, and 
war. All that was good, but I waited 
in vain to hear them speak of that about 
which Moses and Elijah spoke with Me 
on the Mount, that which is dearest to 
My heart, and dearest to the heart of 
My Father in Heaven, how I died on the 
cross for their sins.°—-From Dr. Clar- 
ence E. Macartney. Sent by Mrs. M. 
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Some Go for Money, Why Not Some 
for Christ?—And when he came to his 
disciples, he saw a great multitude about 
them (Mark 9:14). Many early mission- 
aries to the ‘African Gold Coast died an 
early death from malaria. Now the mar- 
tyrs of sleeping sickness have succeeded 
those of malaria. At a conference of the 
American Presbyterian Mission in the 
Cameroons, an African Christian from 
the Makae field said: “When I left town 
my friends cried out, ‘We'll never see 
you again. You are going to the land 
of cannibals and sleeping sickness.’ Yet 
here I am, back from that country to 
tell you that they are becoming Chris- 
tians there in large numbers. You say 
you can’t go there because of sleeping 
sickness? Many traders, both black and 
white, go thither for money. When the 
disciples suggested building three tab- 
ernacles on the mountain where the 
glory was, Christ told them to go down 
where the needy people were. We must 
leave the glory of our towns, the glory 
of our cocoa and the money it brings, 
and go where the sleeping sickness is 
and where they are calling for the Gos- 
pel.” These hundreds of volunteer 
workers constitute the strength of the 
Cameroon Mission. A spokesman for the 
mission says, “If there are thousands 
who have found Christ in the past year, 
and thousands who have learned to read 
the Bible in their own tongue, and large 
numbers more who have found relief 
from bodily suffering, it is largely due 
to the heroic self-sacrifice of these native 
young men and women.”—From Ernest 
Gordon’s Survey, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Taking Out the “If’s.”,—He rebuked the 
foul spirit... . And the spirit . . , came 
out of him (Mark 9:25, 26). A mother, 
entering her son’s room, was shocked to 
find him scratching his Bible with a 


penknife. “My boy, what are you do- 
ing?” “Mother, I have been reading of 


that poor father who came to Jesus and 
said, ‘If thou canst do any thing, have 
compassion on us, and help us.’ And I 
thought he oughtn’t to say ‘If’ to Jesus, 
so I scratched it out.” What a trans- 
formation our faith would receive if we, 
too, scratched out all “If’s” relating to 
God’s willingness and ability to give us 
what we ask for—or, as often happens, 
something better!—From Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


Intercepted Messages.—Why could not 
we cast him out? (Mark 9:28.) Once 
when I was a young girl, an undesirable 
boy friend called me over the telephone. 
My two brothers, learning who it -was, 
immediately took steps to stop the con- 
versation. They hung a hoe across the 
wires, short-circuiting them. So often 
in life, when our prayers are not an- 
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Lesson for February 25 


swered, we have a hoe hanging on the 
line somewhere between here and Glory. 
It might be lack of faith, selfishness, a 
grudge, envy, hatred, prejudice, unkind 
words or deeds; anything that is dis- 
pleasing to God can intercept the mes- 
sage. Let’s clean cut our hearts of all 
such, thereby clearing our royal line to 
Glory. Then God will hear and answer 
our prayers.—Sent by Mrs. Herman L. 
Robertson, High Point, N. C, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
WorsHIP AND WorK 


IR JAMES SIMPSON of Scotland was 

one of the outstanding scientists of 
the nineteenth century, as well us a suc- 
cessful medical doctor. During his life- 
time he made a number of laboratory 
discoveries helpful to the medical pro- 
fession of his day. One of these was 
that chloroform could be used as an 
anesthetic for the patient while the doc- 
tor performed a surgical operation. Al- 
though better anesthetics have been dis- 
covered since, the medical profession 
owes much to Dr. Simpson, for this 
discovery was a great step forward in 
the attempt to lessen human suffering. 

Not long before his death Dr, Simp- 
son was asked what, in his opinion, was 
the greatest discovery he ever made. 
He promptly answered, “My greatest 
discovery was when I discovered who 
Jesus Christ is, and what He could be 
to me.” The great doctor has been in 
Heaven now for over eighty years, and 
he is still rejoicing that he made that 
wonderful discovery. 

In the first part of cur lesson today 
we find Peter. James, and John discov- 
ering more clearly who Jesus Christ 
is. The transfiguration of the Lord 
Jesus is one of the most striking events 
of His earthly ministry, yet I did not 
assign it to any repcrter. As we read 
Mark 9:2-9, find out why I did not. (The 
Lord Jesus told His discivles not to tell 
about it till’ He was risen from the dead.) 
I believe they obeyed Him, and for that 
reason no reporter wculd have heard 
about it. 

Now let us see what the disciples 
learned further about Jesus. In Mark 
8 we found Peter confessing that Jesus 
was the Christ, that is the one who was 
to fulfill all the Old Testament proph- 
ecies concerning a coming Saviour and 
King. But Peter realized much better 
what this meant when he saw Christ 
robed in glory. And although he al- 
ready knew that Jesus was the Son of 
God, he did not understand that that 
places Him far above all others, no mat- 
ter how gocd and great they may be. 

When Peter saw Moses and Elijah 
talking with the Lord Jesus, what did 
he suggest doing? (Building three tab- 
ernacles, one for each of them.) Here 
Peter was making the serious mistake 
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of putting Christ on a level with Moses 
and Elijah. They were wonderful men 
of God, but they were orly men, Jesus 
was God, their creator, the one who 
should have the worship of His whole 
creation. How was Peter answered? 
(God the Father spoke from Heaven, 
“This is my beleved Son: hear him.”) 
After that they saw no man save Jesus 
only. He is the only man in the uni- 
verse to be worshiped, for He is the 
God-Man, On what other occasion did 
God the Father say from Heaven, “This 
is my beloved Son”? (When Jesus was 
baptized.) No other person who ever 
walked this earth was honored in such 
a way. Peter never forgot this scene. 
Turn to 2 Peter 1:16-18 and read it to- 
gether. 

Our lesson today is called “Worship 
and Work.” Worship was rightly put 
first because it is the more important 
of the two. The Lord Jesus Christ is 
the object of our worship, but He is 
also our example. Notice that He went 
up on the mount of worship before He 
healed the boy of whom Harriet will 
tell us, 

AFFLICTED Boy HEALED 

The Master, as Jesus of Nazareth is 
now called, has come to our town again. 
Today He miraculously healed the young 
man who had a deaf and dumb spirit. 
Many of us have seen this pocr boy 
trying to destroy himself, not realizing 
what he was doing. Some of Christ's 
disciples tried to cast the evil spirit out, 
but they could not. 

Jesus commanded the evil] spirit to 
ccme out and to stay out of him. It 
uttered a terrible cry and tore him and 
threw him on the ground and came out 
of him. The young man lay like one 
dead, but Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him up. This evening he is 
just as normal as anyone else in the 
city. There seems to be nothing that 
this Jesus cannot do.—Harriet, reporting 
from a Galilean city. 

As the disciples walked along the road 
with Jesus going from that place to 
Capernaum, He again foretold His death 
and resurrection. Phyllis will tell us 
some of the things Jesus said and did 
when they got there, 

CHILD Usep As Ossect LESSON 

Jesus has returned to Capernaum. 
Soon after He arrived He asked His 
disciples what they had been arguing 
about on the way. They were ashamed 
to tell Him because they had been quar- 
reling about which of them would be 
the greatest. Jesus took a child up in 
His arms and told them that if anyone 
wants to be first, he will be last. Then 
He said, “Whosoever shall receive one 
of such children in my name, receiveth 
me.” He also said, “Whosoever shall 
offend one of these little ones that be- 
lieve in me, it is better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, 
and he were cast into the sea.” It is 
wonderful that one so great as Jesus 
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sheuld think so much of little children. 
—Phyllis, home reporter from Caper- 
naum, 

No human being ever imagined a char- 
acter as beautiful as that of the Lord 


Jesus. What do you girls thirk is the 
central thought in today’s lesson? (That 
Christ is worthy of our wership. That 


worshiping the Lord is even more im- 
portant than working for Him.) You 
are both right. The Lord Jesus is worth) 
of the wcrship of the whole universe 
and He is going to have it some day 
In the meantime let us continually wor- 
ship Him. And we will find that if we 
take time to worship Him first, our 
work for Him will be more effective 

Have you a hymn for us today, Carol? 
Shall we sing “Fairest Lord Jesus”? 
Yes, and let us mean every word from 
the bottom of our hearts 

Assignments: Harriet, will you please 
report from Perea on Mark 10: 13-16? 
Dora, will ycu please report from Perea 
on Mark 10:17-23? Wilma, will you 
please report from Jericho on Mark 10: 
46-52? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture 
Worship and Work (Mark 9:2-4, 14-17, 27) 


HINK of seeing the Lord Jesus shin- 

ing with the glory of Heaven! Three 
of His friends saw Him that way one 
night. There were two visitors from 
Heaven also. Find how the Lord Jesus 
looked in His heavenly glory (Mark 9: 
3; Matt. 17:2). Clothes sparkling white, 
better than any washing machine could 
make them face shining like the 
brightness of the sun. Peter and James 
and John must have been doubly sure 
now that Jesus was the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. 

But such strange words as they heard 
while Moses and Elijah, glorious, too, 
talked with Him —about Heaven? No, 
about dying! There it was again, that 
strange thing about Christ’s dying. Peter, 
James, and John did not understand. 
But Mcses and Elijah knew — they knew 
that if the Lord did not go on and finish 
His work by dying on the cross, that 
they could not stay in the glory of 
Heaven with their perfect bodies. They 
krew that if the Lord Jesus did not 
pay for their sins, that Peter and James 
and John and you and I could never get 
to Heaven. Do you suppose it helped 
the Lord Jesus to know that all Heaven 
understood and was cheering Him on, 
even though His best friends on earth 
did not understand? 

To be sure there was no mistake about 
why the Lord shone with glory. From a 
bright cloud came the voice of God, 
“This is my beloved Son: hear him” 
(Mark 9:7, Memory Verse). Now can 
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you picture in your minds the story as 
Mark tells it? (Read aloud chap, 9: 
2-4, 7.) 

Next morning as they came down the 
mountain to join the other friends, the 
Lord asked them to keep a secret what 
they had seen, until after He rose from 
the dead. There it was again — that 
mystery about dying and rising from the 
dead ! What did He mean? They couldn’t 
guess ! 

Exciting things were yet to happen 
that day. A great crowd was gathered 
around the nine disciples. Much talking 
and excitement! As soon as the people 
saw the Lord coming, they ran toward 
Him. Could He do it? Do what? A 
father answered: “I brought my son. 
He has a bad spirit living in him. He 
cannot hear and he cannot talk. He 
has fits, and falls sometimes into the 
fire, and sometimes into water. If you 
can do anything, please help us.” Let 
Mark tell you the story. (Read vs, 14- 
17, 22-27.) 

So many exciting things kept happen- 
ing where the Lord was! As the dis- 
ciples talked about the wonderful Son 
of God and the miracle things He did, 
do you think Peter, James, and John 
were just bursting to tell the big news 
of another way they knew Jesus was 
the Son of God? They had seen Him in 
glory, they had heard God call Him His 
Son. But wait! What else had God 
said? “Hear him.” Listen to what He 
said, and do it. And He had said, “Keep 
still.” My! It must have been hard to 
keep still and not tell that secret to 
anyone, 

Do you mind the Lord Jesus as well 
as they did? Do you know what He has 
said to boys and girls? Make a list to 
put under the heading, “Jesus sees us”; 
such as: 

“Do not steal” (Mark 10:19). 

“Honour thy father and 

(Mark 10:19). 

“Love your enemies” (Matt. 5:44). 

“Pray” (Matt. 6:9). 

“Take heed what ye hear” (Mark 4: 

24). 

“Follow me” (Mark 2:14). 

Why don’t you make a copy of these 
things the Lord Jesus has said to you, 
so you won't forget them, and you can 
mind Him? You will need to watch and 
check yourself every day. The Lord 
will be watching, too, to see if you obey 
Him this week. And I suspect Moses 
and Elijah, Peter, James, and John will 
be looking on, too (Heb, 12:1, 2), 

Orono, MAINE, 


mother” 
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Hudson Taylor was on one occasion 
lying very ill in Switzerland. To his 
wife he said, “I cannot read; I cannot 
pray; I can scarcely think”; and then he 
added with a radiant smile, “but I can 
trust."—Choice Gleanings Calendar, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ROM the Sea of Galilee, and the roads 

of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus and His 
disciples went to Mt. Hermon, the most 
outstanding mountain of Palestine. It is 
at almost the northern border of the 
country, is about ten thousand fect high, 
and is sometimes called the “Snow Moun- 
tain,” because when the rest of the coun- 
try is dry with heat, snow still tips 
the peaks of Hermon. It has three peaks, 
close to each other. It was much loved 
by the Jewish people all down through 
the years. It is believed to be the scene 
of the Transfiguration. 

The Lord Jesus left all but Peter, 
James, and John at the foot of the moun- 
tain, while they went with Him up the 
mountain, how far up we do not know, 
though the Word says He led “them up 
into an high mountain apart by them- 
selves.” When they reached their des- 
tination, Jesus was changed, and they 
saw Him in His glory, and with Him 
Moses and Elias. It is interesting to 
note that the disciples knew without 
being told who the two men were. 

Peter, frightened, but wanting to say 
something, suggested that they make 
tabernacles for Jesus, Moses, and Elias. 
Poor Peter! But just then the cloud of 
glory overshadowed them, and a voice 
spoke out of Heaven, “This is my be- 
loved Son: hear him.” They fell on 
their faces, not able to face the glory. 
When they dared to look around, there 
was nobody there with them except 
Jesus. The Lord charged them to say 
nothing until He was risen from the 
dead, and they questioned among them- 
selves What He meant by being risen 
from the dead. 

This is always spoken of as a moun- 
taintop experience, which it was— the 
mountaintop experience of man; but they 
came down to the foot of the mountain 
and met the old sinful world, just as we 
all do from our mountaintops. There 
was the crowd, and a man with a sick 
son, a boy who was possessed with an 
evil spirit. He had brought him to Jesus 
to be healed, but when the Lord Jesus 
was not there, he had asked the dis- 
ciples who were left at the foot of the 
mountain to heal him. But they had 
failed to do it. 

The boy had been sick since he was 
a child. The evil spirit had tormented 
him, throwing him into the water and 
into the fire. No wonder the poor father 
was bringing him to the Lord. Jesus 
spoke to him and said, “If thou canst 
believe, all things are possible to him 
that believeth.” And that father — how 
alike we are!—said, “Lord, I believe: 
help thou my unbelief!” Who of us has 
not cried the same thing, and rightly, 
for from the Lord must come our faith. 
And Jesus healed the boy. 

After they had gone to the house 
where they were staying, the disciples 
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Lesson for February 25 


asked why they could not cast out the 
demon, and Jesus gave them this an- 
swer, “This kind can come forth by noth- 
ing, but by prayer and fasting.” 

Bring out to the children the fact that 
the same Lord of glory who was trans- 
figured on the mountaintop came down 
and healed this poor boy. The same 
Jesus who lived in Heaven with His 
Heavenly Father, and was beloved of 
Him, left all the glory and honor and 
power of Heaven to come to this earth 
with its sin and sickness and trouble, 
and He lived on earth as the poorest of 
men, walked the dusty roads with a 
group of poor men, and was betrayed, cru- 
cified, and buried. He died for our sins, 
taking our place. Then He arose and 
ascended back to that Father and the 
glory of Heaven. 

The disciples for a few moments saw 
the glory of Christ, a little of it, but 
the next time people on earth see Him, 
He will be the glorified one, and we will 
behold His glory for all eternity. We 
will not have to come down from that 
glory as the disciples did, and face again 
sin and sorrow. We will be forever with 
the Lord, and where He is, it is glory. 

This is a more difficult lesson for the 
children than those we have had, for it 
is just a little beyond the thinking of 
most Primaries. Make the most of your 
map with Mt. Hermon on it. Tell the 
story as plainly as you can, and empha- 
size that the glory of the Transfigura- 
tion was just a bit of the glory that 
Jesus laid aside. like a garment one 
takes off, when He came to earth and 
was born in Bethlehem. 

And this same Jesus, full of glory, 
loves each little child and calls each 
one to come to Him and have eternal 
life. How happy the child who hears 
Him call and says “Yes” to the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 119) 


1, Peter’s great confession, and Christ's 
announcement of His approaching death. 


2. Peter saw in the Transfiguration a 
representation of “the power and com- 
ing of our Lerd Jesus Christ,” and speaks 
of His “majesty” on the holy mount (2 
Pet. 1:16). The Kingdom of God was 
thus portrayed. 


3. The special burdens which would 
be laid upon them required special train- 
ing. They doubtless were the quickest 
in apprehension of divine things, 


4. The purpose of Christ’s going up 
to the mountain —to pray (Luke 9:28); 
the topic of conversation with Moses and 
Elijah (v. 31); the sleep of the disciples 
(v. 32), 


5. Peter wanted to keep the heavenly 
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messengers, although they were saying 

the very thing which he had refused at 

the lips of Jesus Himself (Luke 9:31; 

Mark 8:31, 32). “Hear him,” meant, 

“Give full credence to all he says, with- 

out seeking confirmation at other lips.” 
6. John the Baptist (Matt, 17:13). 


7. Moses’ desire to enter the Land of 
Promise (Deut. 3: 23-26; 34:4-6). 


8. The fact that they had been given 
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power to cast out demons (Mark 6:7); 
but their power had fled. 

9. Yesterday’s enduement is not suffi- 
cient for today. We must abide in faith 
(see Matt. 17:20) through sustained 
prayer (Mark 9:29). 

10. He was seeking to implant faith, 
even a little, in the heart of the father 
(vs. 21-24). He gives faith, and then re- 
sponds to it! 

WHEATON, ILL, 





A group of Peruvian Christians gathered for a Bible conference in Huanta, 
Their joy in believing makes their faces radiant, as seen by comparing the 
Christian couple (inset at right) with unevangelized Indians, 


A Bible Institute in Peru 


NDOUBTEDLY the future of 

missions in all the world rests, not 
with our American missionaries, but 
with the indigenous churches which 
they establish. 
have trained Christian leaders who are 
equipped against the deluge of modern- 
ism that has well-nigh engulfed many 
mission fields, proving a great calamity. 


These churches must 


So the Independent Board is em- 
phasizing the training of consecrated 
national Christian workers in every 
field. Our readers will be interested to 
learn of this effort in Peru, more modest 
in scope than the seminaries in Korea 
and Japan, but ‘who hath despised the 
day of small things?” 


An experienced missionary writes 
of this venture of faith: ““The mission- 
aries of this mission believe in indig- 
enous churches led by national pastors 
because such men have a better com- 
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mand of the language and a better in- 
lems of their fellow 


sight into the prot 
countrymen than one of another nation 


can ever attain.” 


An extract from the letter of a 
devoted missionary’s wife well portrays 
the vicissitudes, hopes and fears, suc- 
cesses and disappointments of a mission- 
ary’s life: “Phil and Nick had good 
numbers- at meetings at Ticlias. The 
people seemed eager for the Word. 
Some professed to accept Christ and 
others who had already accepted were 
given assurance. The people were thrilled 
that the missionaries visited them and 
showed their gratitude by crying when 
they left. Phil said one old lady tried 
to kiss him, but he was just too tall 
One of our converts there was beaten 
up and left for dead by a mob. But 
now they all respect him and the perse- 
cution is in a more subtle way. We are 
rejoicing in the good beginning of the 
Bible Institute in Huanta.” 


agencies, the Independent Board has 
been used God to protest against many total 
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conversion of Roman Catho!ics 


Send for literature concerning this unde- 
nominational evangelical — faith work 
maintaining a real witness to Roman Catho- 
lics, and aiding converted Romanists. 
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Moody students get a thorough knowledge of 
the Bible. Upon this sure foundation are laid 
many extras. This well-rounded preparation is 
made practical through service in missions, jails, 
churches, etc. Such basic Bible study plus the 
many extras add up to a complete training that 
draws students to Moody from all over the world. 
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This Year's Easter Service 


NEW Easter service, “Doors the 

Risen Saviour Opened,” has been 
prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, and 
is available for SuNDAY ScHoot TIMES 
readers. As heretcfore it will be in con- 
venient leaflet form, and will contain 
responsive readings for the Sunday 
school, and recitations and hymns for 
the various departments, these last set 
to familiar hymn tunes so that rehearsals 
will be unnecessary. 

Copies may be obtained, at 25 cents a 
dozen or $2 a hundred, by addressing 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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Teaching a School To Give 
(Continued from page 117) 

when help was needed. Two 
at one of our class meetings, one young 
woman asked if we knew that Mrs. B— 
was in straitened circumstances. The 
members of the class had no idea of this, 
but immediately they wanted to do 
something to help her. We did not know 
just what we could do, but realizing that 
Mrs, B— hed several smal! children, we 
believed that she would accept help in 
the spirit in which we were giving it. 
We decided to give her a pantry shower. 
When the Sunday school superintendent 
heard what we were planning to do, he 
wanted to help. He gave us five .dol- 
lars to send, and the money and gro- 
ceries helped her through a difficult time, 
Shortly afterward Mrs. B—secured a 
good position. On Easter Sunday morn- 
ing when Mrs. B—’s little girl came to 
Sunday school, she handed me an envel- 
ope addressed to the class. When we 
opened it, there was twenty-five dollars 
which Mrs. B— had sent for our class 
offering. Last Easter, she sent us ten 
dollars. When we gave the assistance 
we certainly expected nothing in return, 
We just wanted to help, but when she 
was in the position to do so, she wanted 
to help us. “The Lord loveth a cheer- 
ful giver,” and we felt that she was a 
cheerful giver. 

And so, with our offerings, the birth- 


years ago, 
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day bank, children’s banks, the money 
given each month, and gifts of friends 
we finance our Sunday school, and there 
surplus. We believe that 
gaining a knowledge of 
will go into 


is always a 
our children are 
stewardship ard that they 
the church realizing the respcnsibility 
of the Christian to give unto the Lord 
as He has prospered them. 

HAVRE DE GRACE, Mb. 
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No Other Gods Before Me 


(Continued from page 116) 


marked the man of the house. “You 
didn’t know she was a head-hunter, did 
you? You should have seen the Liver- 
pool heads, the pearl inlays, and the 
porcelain brilliants we had. We've al- 
ready disposed of a good many, and ex- 
pect to sell the rest very soon. Yes, 


we had Lord Byron, King Arthur, De 
Soto, Balboa, and I don't know how 
many others.” 

“How did you ever find all those?” 


This was. of course, a logical question. 

“For one thing I went from house to 
house.” admitted Mrs. H- ‘*Have you 
an old button box you'd be willing to 
sell?’ I would ask. ‘It’s a hobby of mine, 
ccllecting them.’ I would sift the con- 
tents of such maybe I would spy 
one button that I knew would net me 
money. The box then would be a bar- 
gain at $2. Bw the way. you'd be inter- 
ested to know that now I go to the same 
houses with Gospel tracts. I would also 
haunt the rummage A disrepu- 
table old dress at fi°ty cents or a dollar 
was quite a find, if its buttons were 
valuable.” 

“You certainly would have to know 
the worth-while ones from the others,” 
I commented admiringly. 

“Well, we do, you know.” Mrs. H— 
smiled. “Why, many times I’ve stood in 
line four hours at the public library, for 
a ten-minute look at a book there which 
gives pictures and descriptions of all 
those hard-to-find numbers. The line 
would be made up of both men and 
women, mostly professional people.” 

“We haven't any interest in those 


a box: 


sales. 


things now, though,” interjected Mr 
H—. “We're living for the Lord, you 
know.” 


“You surely don’t mean that you con- 
sider such a hobby a sin?” I queried. “It 
seems innocent enough to me.” 


“Well, it could be quite all right,” 
admitted Mrs. H—: “but with us, it was 
actually getting to be a god. We prac- 


tically lived for it. We were church- 
goers, yes; but our religion was only an 
empty form. There just wasn’t time for 
God; He wasn’t real to us, some way.” 

“To make the long story short,” vol- 
unteered her husband, “we drifted into 
a Bible church one night. I know now 
that ‘drifted’ isn’t the right word, though, 
We realize that, for a long time, God had 
been trying to make us listen to Him. 
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Lesson for February 25 


We saw Christ on Calvary; for the first 
time, we understood that He took our 
place there.” 

“By faith we both accepted Him as 
our Saviour and Lord,” added Mrs, H— 
happily. “You understand about it, 
without our trying to explain, because 
you know Him, too.” 

“You should have seen my wife’s face 
that night!” Mr. H—’s own face beamed 
as he spoke. “She sometimes wore some 
of her expensive buttons on dark dresses, 
and they were really brilliant; but that 
sort of shining was nothing to the way 
her eyes sparkled when she first realized 
that her sins had been forgiven.” 

I nodded appreciatively. “What about 
your hobby since then?” 

“We've given it up,” replied Mr. H—. 
“As I said before, many of our collec- 
tions have been sold and the money put 
to good uses, and we're getting rid of 
the others. We're ‘sold out’ to Jesus 
Christ — body, soul, and spirit. Yes, 
we’re life members of the National But- 
ton Society: but what is that? It all 
seems foolishness, now that we're life 
members of the body of Christ. We're 
making it our business for the rest of 
our lives to tell our relatives and friends 
how they need Him, too.” 

“Yes, He is everything to us, now,” 
confirmed his wife as I rose to leave. 
“We're absolutely transformed. You 
can't realize how much, since you didn’t 
know us before. But this one thing we 
can’t emphasize too much: we now serve 
the God who made Heaven and earth, 
who upholds all of it by ‘the word of 
his power’ — and we wouldn't have our 
old gods back again for anything you 
could name !” 

CHICAGO. 
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Children at Home 


Mission to the Navajos 
By Grace Barker Wilson 


T WAS late summer, and the mis- 

sionaries from over the Reservation 
were gathering for their overnight meet- 
ing with the Navajos. This year it was 
to be held on a mountainside away from 
the heat and dust of the desert, 
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In front of a hogan on the desert be- Bethe! Children’s Home 


low, a yg Bg send boy was looking een G00 « + festeen, Gaede 
anxiously at his father. y tut 

“May I go, too, Father?” he asked. fiqcUpefor neglected boys and girls in the 
“Please let me go, too!” pa ; 

Nahkai wanted so much to go, for Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
last year at the meeting the missionary 
had arranged for Keno, one of the neigh- 
bor boys, to go to the Navajo Mission “ 
School. When Keno returned to the Ppairie OQvereomer 
Reservation for the summer vacation, 
he had told Nahkai wonderful stories of 
life at the Mission. Nahkai could not 
believe that people ate their food at Prairie Bible Institute 
tables, that they took regular baths, Edited by L. E. Maxwell, Author of 
and slept in white beds. All Keno could és ’ 
talk about was school. CROWDED TO CHRIST’ 

There was no school on the Reserva- AND 
tion to attend, and only a few could go “ ” 
to the Mission. However, Nahkai wanted BORN CRUCIFIED 
very much to go to the Mission to see 
if the things which Keno said were really 
true. If his father would only let him 
go to the meeting this year, the mis- 
sionary might decide to take him, too. 
That was why he waited now, with wide, 
pleading black eyes, for his father’s an- 
swer, 

It was the old grandfather who finally 
made the decision, saying, “I will take 
Nahkai with me. It is good that he hear 
what the Jesus man says. Now we go.” thamedives! Luxarious Religions ievery- 

The old man mounted his bony horse. Gas Jeseremens. ing you up to 8, $10 or 


Nahkai’s heart was full of happiness and more in your spare time! Big profits, too, with new Scented 

: . . Stationery, Children’s Books, Gift Wraps and Gift Items. 
excitement when his father helped him  xetusive Secret Pal, other items that sell fast. 
up behind the old Indian. CASH FOR CLUBS, OTHER GROUPS! 


> Membe: i jly and enjoy- 
As he and the grandfather rode along, _ abiy in spare time selling Midwest Greeting 
10} T . Cards. No experience needed. Also 5) jal 
they were joined by other Navajos alsO  bomepartypian. Samples onapproval. Write! 
on their way to the meeting place. They MIDWEST CARD CO. . . 
, : ington Ave. t. G50, St. Louls 3, Me. 

followed the highway to the Trading Sea ae ie . “ 


Post, then turned sharply north toward 
the mountain. The road was steep and They Get 


rough. While the Indian ponies found 


no difficulty, the cars of the white mis- Res 
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sionaries had to be driven very care- 
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16. And he withdrew himself 
into the wilderness and prayed. 
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sion with his wife and children, and a 
number of traveling missionaries from 
the Reservation were there to conduct 
the services. Several white women and 
children came from the near-by Trading 
Post. Then, too, there were four young 
men students from Wheaton College. 

The Navajos were gathering almost 
silently. There were Indians of all ages 
from babes on their cradleboards to old, 
gray-haired men with bright, wrinkled 
bands about their foreheads. The squaws 
were resplendent as always in their full, 
bright velvet skirts and basques, lav- 
ishly adorned with jewelry of silver with 
turquoise and coral They assembled 
without the noise and confusion com- 
mon to whites. Here one moment would 
be a vacant place, and suddenly it would 
be filled. 

Nahkai and the grandfather arrived 
just at sunset. All the western land was 
lighted by the vividly brilliant red and 
yellow such as can be seen only in the 
desert country. They tethered their 
horse securely, and then took their place 
with the others in the big circle 

Nahkai’s black eyes were noticing 
everything. But that which attracted his 
attention most was a little portable or- 
gan which the mission superintendent 
had brought. One of the college boys 
idly played a few tunes, and little tin- 
gles went up and down Nahkai’s spine 
at every reedy note 

As darkness began to fall, the bonfire 
was lighted in the clearing. The forest 
growths and the night shadows made 
the walls of that temple of worship, with 
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only the friendly moon and stars for 
the vaulted ceiling. 

Softly the superintendent’s wife played 
hymns on the organ. The white peo- 
ple began to sing, and these songs of 
praise floated far cut on the night air. 
Some of the Indians who had been 
trained at the mission joined in the songs. 
Then they sang a Navajo translation of 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 

Nahkai tried to join in this, but since 
he had never before heard any singing 
except the native Navajo songs, he did 
not follow very well. 

Then came a prayer to the great White 
God by one of the Navajos who had gone 
to the mission school. Nahkai’s ideas 
of prayer were the “sings” and sand- 
paintings which the medicine men made 
when someone was sick, or the dances 
held when the crops were dying for 
want of rain. This talking directly to 
God was different. 

The boys from Wheaton College sang 
many songs. It seemed almost that the 
heavens themselves were opened for that 
beautiful music. 

The superintendent of the Mission 
talked to the Indians, and his message 
was translated into the Navajo by an- 
other of the Mission students. The as- 
sembled group listened as if they were 
drinking in every word. 

Later several of the Navajo men spoke 
in their own tongue. Last of all the old 
grandfather rose to his feet. 

He thanked the White God for send- 
ing the missionaries to his pecple. He 
asked them to help the yvounger Indians 
learn to speak the white man’s language 
so that they might improve the condi- 
tion of their people on the Reservation. 
He wanted his little grandson to have 
a chance to go to the Mission school. 
Nahkai looked at the grandfather with 
proud, astonished eyes. He had not 
known he could speak like that. 

After more singing and a benediction, 
the crowd melted away. Some returned 
to their homes in the hogans at the foot 
of the mountain. Others rolled up in 
their blankets and stayed there for the 
night. 

Nahkai and the grandfather spread 
their blankets under a great pine tree. 
Although the little boy was very much 
excited, he was also very tired, so it 
was not long until he was sound asleep. 

Soon the fire died down, human sounds 
were hushed, and all the quiet of the 
forest night returned, while the moon 
and stars watched silently over those 
that slept. 

When Nahkai awoke, the sun was shin- 
ing. It took a few moments for him to 
realize where he was. The grandfather 
was no longer beside him, so Nahkai 
arose and started to look for him. 

“Grandfather ! Grandfather !” he 
called, but received no answer. 

Finally Nahkai saw the grandfather 
talking with the white men. Shyly he 
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waited in the backgrcund until they 
hould be through, 

Suddenly the men saw him, and Nah- 
kai’s joy was complete, for the super- 
intendent came to him, and, placing his 
arm around the little Navajo boy, said, 
“Nahkai, we shall be expecting you at 
the mission in September.” 


KIRTLAND, N. MEx. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 25 


A Mission in Our Own Neighborhood 
(John 4:35; Eph. 4:1-7, 11-16) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 


T HAS been well said and it is worthy 
of repetition that if we are not will- 
ing to be used to win others for Christ 
right where we are, we need not ex- 
pect Him to send us to some distant field. 
The study and discussion of this week’s 
topic in our young people’s group should 
bring to light some of the needs for 
Christ in our own neighborhood and 
help us see how to meet them 
we 
No two neighborhoods are exactly 
alike in all respects. In one there may 
be great health problems. In another, 
educational advantages may be missing. 
In still another, recreational facilities 
may be needed. But all have one need 
in common, and that is Christ. We are 
not to be unmindful of the other needs, 
but we are to put first our responsibility 
as believers to make Christ known. We 
may use the opportunities afforded by 
some of these other needs to preach 
Christ by word and deed, but we must 
not, as Christians, devote all our efforts 
to relieving suffering, supplying material 
help, or providing educational or recre- 
ational facilities, and miss the greatest 
service of all — bringing others to know 
Christ and to serve Him. To do so 
would be like providing an ill person 
with comfort and warmth and good 
reading material and failing to bring to 
him the doctor who alone can save his 
life. The incidental comforts are help- 
ful, but superficial when compared to 
the need for healing. 
Se 
It was the spiritual need that Christ 
Saw when, in the words of the first 
Scripture portion chosen for this week 
from John 4, He called His disciples’ 
attention to the “fields . . . white already 
to harvest.” No doubt there were great 
economic needs among the Samaritans. 
Certainly there were crying social needs. 
But it was the need for life, through 
faith in Him, that He saw (v. 39) and to 
which He sought to arouse His disciples. 
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How we need to be awakened to the 
desperate need for Christ among the 
children, young people, and older ones 
in our particular neighborhood. Perhaps 
we, like the disciples, have been depend- 
ing on some future harvest time (v. 35) 
of revival or special meetings. God 
wants us to see that the need is immedi- 
ate and desperate. What are we going 
to do about it? 

ye 


Two courses of action are suggested 
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Dr. Paul Adam—well-known converted 

A A who has been 58 years in the 
Catholic Priest, Church of Rome, and 33 years 
in the Roman priesthood, will be speaking in this 
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For speaking arrangements, please call /Vyridge 
2-3685 before 12 noon Dr. Adam will lecture on 
Catholicism and related topics every Monday, at 8 p.m., 
at Merrill Hall, 312 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Everybody wel All Catholics should be interested. 
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a | LCOHOL dulls the higher facul- 


the mind, intellect, will, 
before it has an appreciable effect 
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sociation of ideas, memory, discrim 
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by amounts of alcohol which do not 
creat mdition of offense in the 


—Haven Emerson, M.D. 


DID THE SALOON RETURN? 





“For the love of money is the root 
of all evil." (i Timothy 6: 10) 


“The Saloon 
Shall Not Return” 


—(Promise of former President F. D. Roosevelt) 


‘I HE saloon shall not return, either 
in its old form or in some modern 
guise,” we were assured before repeal. 
Yet the remarkable increase in the num- 
ber of saloons and other liquor selling 
businesses during the past 15 years is a 
matter of general knowledge. 


The statistics speak for themselves: 
In 1945, 360,845 taverns and retail 
liquor places were open (one for every 
100 families); in 1946, 407,046 (one 
for every 91 families); in 1947, 446,500 
(one for every 85 families); and now, 
482,033 (one for every 81 families); 
and so it goes, 


Not only has the saloon returned in 
wet states under national repeal; but it 
has returned in a form even more subtly 
vicious than the old saloon; for, as a 
tavern or cocktail lounge, its influence 
in the community, particularly upon 
youth, is even more insidious and de- 
structive. 


Taverns and cocktail lounges are 
common gathering places for criminals 
and immoral women, United States 
Public Health case histories in one 
American city show that, out of 3,720 
venereal disease victims, 1,735 were in- 


fected by persons picked up in bars, 


Sources of above facts cheerfully supplied upon request. Write 
for your copy of the Second Edition, the pupular ‘Black Book of 
Repeal"’, which supplies complete information. Address Dept. T. 
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by the second Scripture portion for this 
week. They are distinct yet interrelated. 
The first, covered by Ephesians 4:1-7, 
has to do with our own Christian walk. 
Our neighbors have a habit of observing 
us, often when we are not aware of it. 
We do not get very far when we go to 
speak to them about Christ, if they have 
seen little in our lives that would show 
His transforming power and_ grace. 
Hence we need to examine ourselves 
concerning the qualities Paul recom- 


mends here to _ believers — lowliness, 
meekness, longsuffering, forbearance, 
and love. 


ye 


But mere consistent Christian living, 
important as this is, is not enough. God 
has given each believer a definite work 
to do and has equipped us for that work. 
We are not all to do the same work, 
and we do not all have the same gifts. 
But each, by the particular service for 
which God has designed him, is to con- 
tribute to the building up of Christ’s 
body, the true Church, by gathering in 
new, living members, and by strength- 
ening and knitting together the various 
members. Has God shown you what 
your particular part is in this service? 
Have you asked Him to do so? He will 
show you if you mean business for Him. 
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As for your group as a whole in your 
neighborhood, confer with your pastor 
as to the needs he sees. Can he with 
your help and support put on an evange- 
listic compaign either in your church 
or some near-by needy district? Is 
there an opportunity for your group to 
start a mission or to help in the work 
of one already in operation in your 
neighborhood? Is there need for a Sun- 
day school in some area not now being 
served? Will some of your group find 
a meeting place and man such a school, 
even if it means a very small beginning? 

Many young people’s groups have 
found it very worth while to hold their 
meetings out of doors during the warm 
weather months, either on the church 
lawn or in sqme near-by park or public 
square. The messages and invitations 
and the testimonies thus given have 
often proved very fruitful. 

oo 

But one course of action is open to all 
groups, large and small, and regardless 
of neighborhood. It is the house-to- 
house visitation method, where groups 
of two visit in the homes of the neigh- 
borhood, giving a testimony, inviting 
those in the home to the church or 
school or young people’s meeting, and 
then having prayer before they leave. 
Talk this over with your pastor or ses- 
sion. Perhaps a personal workers’ class 
can be arranged to train the visitors 
and to encourage them in the work. 

be 

Above all, enlist the prayers of your 
entire group that God may open up the 
particular kind of service for which He 
wants to use your group and urge upon 
them the importance of the prayer prep- 
aration and prayer support as you go 
forward to do God's will. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Knowing Him — and What 
Hinders 


(Continued from second page) 


I do thou knowest not now; but thou 
shalt know hereafter.” May we, too, 
learn to trust, and, trusting, increasingly 
to know Him. “For we are beholding as 
yet through a mirror obscurely; but, 
then, face to face: as yet I am gétting 
to know in part, but then shall I fully 
know, according as I was also fully 
known.” (Rotherham.) 


b 
For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
February 19 to 25 
Mon.—Mark 9:2-8. The Transfiguration. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He was trans- 
figured before them The revelation 
Christ made of Himself to His three dis- 
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ciples on the holy mount was akin to 
that given to John on Patmos (Rev. 1). 
They saw His divine glory. The light 
of His deity shone out through His hu- 
manity. Is Jesus to you (as He was to 
His apostles) your Lord and God? Pray 
for the President’s cabinet (U.S.A.). 


Tues.—Mark 9:9-13. The True Elijah. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “Elias is indeed 
come.” There were two Elijahs, one in 
the Old Testament and the other in the 
New. John the Baptist came upon the 
scene as the forerunner of Christ in the 
spirit and power of Elijah. He came and 
fulfilled certain prophecies as he pre- 
pared the way of the Lord. He was the 
voice crying in the wilderness as said 
the prophet Isaiah. The Lord's disciples 
recognized John as the predicted Elijah. 
How well can you discern the signs of 
our times? Pray for the governors of 
our various states. 


Wed.—Mark 9:14-29. The Epileptic Boy. 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Thou dumb and 


deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him.” Our 
Lord’s words, more than human inter- 
pretations, must be final for all who 
know Him to be the true and faithful 
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witness. His words intimate more than 
a physical difficulty. The idea has got- 
ten abroad that possession by demons is 
a false notion: but it needs to be re- 
membered that such views go directly 
against the plain teaching of Christ, and 
make out that certain of His miracles 
were no miracles at all. All who charge 
Christ with error are themselves bond- 
slaves of error. Pray for the mayors of 
our various cities. 


Thurs.—Mark 9:30-32. 
The Supreme Act of Service. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Son of man 
is delivered into the hands of men, and 
they shall kill him; and after that he is 
killed, he shall rise the third day.” 
Christ’s supreme act of service on our 
behalf was the laying down of His life 
for our salvation on the cross. The an- 
nouncement by our Lord of this supreme 
sacrifice fell upon very dull ears. But 
let us not be too hard on them, for we, 
too, like them, get more occupied with 
our own interests than with the infinite 
love-service of the Son of God. Pray 
for our state and national legislators. 


Fri.—Mark 9:33-37. 
He Is Great Who Serves. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If any man de- 
sire to be first, the same shall be last 
of all, and servant of all.” We all want 
to be first, naturally; but grace can make 
us happy to serve others as bondslaves 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. We show the 
Christlike spirit when we willingly take 
the lowest place and are happy to be 
the last in line. God honors all such 
humble souls. “The last shall be first.” 
Pray for the state and national judiciary, 


Sat.—Mark 9:38-42. Tolerance Taught, 

PRAYER SuGceEsTions: “He that is not 
against us is on our part.” So said our 
Lord. He says this to us now as much 
as to His disciples then. We need His 
guiding counsel as much as the disciples 
did, for we are prone to pride, preju- 
dice, and snap judgment. Enemies are 
many. Let us never call them friends. 
But let us also be very careful never to 
brand those who are not against us and 
on our side as enemies. Pray for General 
MacArthur. 


Sun.—Isaiah 6:1-8. 
Isaiah’s Vision of God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I saw , . . the 
Lord.” Isaiah seems to have prophesied 
well and for some considerable time 
before his vision of the Lord. The dis- 
ciples likewise worked for the Lord be- 
fore they saw the glory of the Lord. 
Vigor in our work for Christ is essential: 
but it is no substitute for a vision of 
Christ. In fact, zeal and devotion in the 
work of the Gospel is richer and more 
potent after a glimpse at the glory of the 
Lord. Our true glory is that we have 
looked unto Him and have been light- 
ened by His divine radiance. Pray for 
servicemen at home and abroad. 
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Ministert to the ii and training 
young wome or women for medical services 


The new Indian Government demands the upgrading ot 
college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We also need your gifts for our missionary surgeon on the 
field and our American missionary home on sick leave. Send 
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Help Us Evangelize Russians 
in U.S.A. and Canada 


The Slavic Gospel Association is 

ing to preach the Gospel of 
Christ to the Russians, Ukrainians, 
and other Slavic-speaking people in 
the U.S.A. and Canada. Thousands 
of D.P.’s have come from Europe 
who must be evangelized. Pray 
and help now. Send your gifts to the 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


Peter Deyneka, General Director 
2434 N. Kedzie Bivd. Dept. TH Chicago 47, Illinois 
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Below, the 1950 com- 
mencement address be- 
ing delivered by Dr. 
“Billy” Graham, na- 
tionally beloved evan- 
gelist. 





Be 
He, 
* 
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Briefing the participants and candidates for Doctors’ Degrees just before the 
1950 commencement program. 


bon 
OUGHTON COLLEGE has grown from Houghton 
lj Wesleyan Methodist Seminary, which was founded in 
1883 largely through the efforts of that flaming youth 
evangelist, Rev. Willard Houghton. In 1923 it was char- 
tered by the Board of Regents of the University of the 
State of New York. In 1935 the college was admitted to 
the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, and subsequently was granted membership in 
the American Council of Education and in the American 
Association of Colleges. It was also placed upon the list of 
colleges approved by the American Medical Association 
for the training of pre-medical students. 


The alumnus of HOUGHTON consequently holds a de- 
gree which is recognized at par the country over. The 
recent large increases in enrollment — as high as 23% 
in a single year — indicate that prospective students fully 
recognize HOUGHTON’S present great educational 
advantages. 







: i Si ait qe? whens Young men and women of earnest purpose I~ 
Dr. Graham receiving his LL.D. de- have much to gain at HOUGHTON. Write at / 
gree from President Paine at the once for your copy of the attractive illustrated jae / 
1950 commencement convocation. oe “Glimpsing HOUGHTON.” Address ay 

ept. 5. - 









HOUGHTON, N.Y 
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